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H E Subject of the Following Papers is made 
wp of Three Parts. The Firſt relates to our 
pre ent Civil Eſtabliſhment : And Endeavorrs 

to State the Cauſe, between the Proteſtant Branches of 
| our Royal Family; and the Popiſh, The Second main- 
tant the Right in All Civil Governments, to preſerve 
Themſelves againſt Perſons in Ecclefiaſt ical Offices; 4s 
well as Others. The Third concerns the very Vitals of 
2.4 True Religion: and is, in Truth, the Cauſe between 
\\ Jeſus Chriſt; and Thoſe, who, profeſſing Themſelves 
His Followers and His Miniſters, Sub$itute Them- 


ſelves in His Place; and aſſume the Authority of their 
Great Legiſlator and judge. 


In the Firſt Part, 1 have kept my ſelf to what is of 
immediate importance to the Queſtion, and avoided eve- 
ry Thing which might only ſerve to keep the Mind of the 
Reader from the Main Point. Particularly, I have neg- 
lected ſo much as to mention the Perſon, who pretends to 

be the Son of the late King James : or to concern my ſelf, 
whether that King really bad a Son; whether, if He 


ſubſtituted in his room; and the like: And my Reaſons ere, 
becauſe Theſe Particulars are Matter of Diſpute, between 
zum and the reſt of the Popiſh Line, full as much as be- 
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bad, That Son lived; whether This be He, or Another 
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"Tween Him, and the Proteſtant Line; becauſe tbe Contro 
verſy is (not between the Whole Proteſtant Line, and © * 
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Him, but) between the Whole Proteſtant Line, 2d 
tibe Whole Popiſh Line; and becauſe, the Right of our 
 Prefſeat Eſtabliſhment depending entirely upon the Right 
of - Excluding the Whole Popiſh Line, it muſt ſuffer; 
L fear, by Excluding the Pretender alone, pon. ſuch 
To picks, 4s manifeſtly ſerve to keep alive the Suppoſi- 

tion of 4 Claim ft, rightfully lodged in the Other 


Branches of the Popiſh Line. 


In the Laſt Part, the Greateſt Satisfation--1 
have, (ale, having vindicgted the Right of the Civil 
Power ta all Neceſſary Self- Hefenſe, is,-in-declaril 

to All Chriſtians their Right ro look into the Goſpel, 
themſelves ; to. depend, npon Chriſt alone for their Reli- 
gion; and upon his Final Determination «lone, for 
their Salvation; and, in the mean while, to eſteem it 
a ſmall Matter, to be judged of Man's judgment: 
well knowing that Nothing but, this Wide and Strong 
Foundation well laid, can effeftually guard againſt theſe 
Schemes, or Platforms, of 4 Superliitious Tyranny, 
which may to ſome appear harmleſs at firſt ,, but from 
which, in truth, the whole Dreadful Fabrick of Popery 
hath, by degrees, grown up Fo its full Strength and Ma- 


turity. 


Another Part may perhaps follow, in due time, if it 
be fornd neceſſary. To, EN 


In the mean while, 1 have addreſsd This to the 
Chriſtian Laity : becauſe They muſt think Themſelyes 
infinitely concernd in Every Part of it, if They have any 
Regard left for Themſelves ; their, Eſtates ; their 
Bodies; their Souls; their Children; and their latęff 
Poſterity. | 3 | 
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: | PRESERVATIVE 
. ö Againſt the 

5 PRINCIPLES and PRACTICES 

i | O F 1 H E 

- NONJURORS, &C. 


F E R near Thirty Tears of ſuch 
MI Patience and Indulgence, as 
was never yet experienced in 

any Nation of the World, by 
he Public and Avowed Ene- 
I=: — mies of it's Government; The 
Nonjurors now at length think it time to open 
the Scene, for which They have been long pre- 
> | paring the Way, in a more cover'd and pri- 

vate manner. Whether They imagine that 
All the Leni) with which They have bicherto 
| B een 


{han 
been treated, hath been nothing elſe but Fear 


and a Conſciouſneſs of Wrong; or that their own 
Cauſe is for ever loſt, if this Criſis of Time 


not laid hold on; or that the Paſſions and Mad. 
neſs of Men, at this Time, have fitted Them for 
any Impreſſions: Whatever it be; The 12 | 


bliſhment is now openly and direQly. S 


with the Want of all Right. Their Cauſe s 


now publickly declared to be the Cauſe of God. 
The Charch is made a principal part of the Ar- 


gument. The words Unity, Schiſm, Altar, Ex- 


communication, Damnation, and-the like, are 
thrown about in ſuch- a manner, as to con- 
found the Underſtandings of Honeſt Men of 
low Capacities ; to excite the Rage of the Tu- 
multuous and Wicked; and to be Engines of 
Deſtruction in the Hands of the Deſigning and 


Crafty, as well amongſt Profeſs'd Papiſts, as 


Others. 4 K 
In theſe Circumſtances, I have a Mind, as 


far as J am able, to point out to V the true 


Way of judging of what They are now per- 
petually offering to You upon theſe Heads; 
to lead you to ſuch Principles and Maxims, as 


will be found True in themſelves ; and eaſily ap- 


plied to every Difficulty! upon theſe Subjects, 
which is now, or may be, from time to time, 


thrown in your way. But then, I will endea- 
vour to do this in ſuch a manner, as to make 


it a laſting Foundation for you to go upon; 


and to lay down nothing, but what will effectu- 
ally, and ſor ever, be of Service in this Cauſe. 
T will not, merely for a preſent Occaſion, make 
uſe of any Arguments, which, in the Event, 


Are 


(3 ) 


are the Great Strength of our Enemies them- 


ſelves. I will not allow them, upon any Terms, 
that our preſent Civil Eftabliſhment is unlawful ; 
or that Lay-Deprivations are invalid: becauſe I 
know how impoſhble it is for Thoſe whom they 
generally attack, to extricate Themſelves out of 
the Conſequences which are drawn from thoſe 
Two Points. I will not go upon any Prece- 
dents, or Examples, of Mere Submiſſion, either 
to Civil or Eccleſiaſtical Governours; becauſe this 
again reſolves itſelf into that Suppoſition. I will 
not be at all concern'd whether the Jacobites, 
remaining Jacobites, can be perſwaded to fre- 
quant Our Churches; becauſe, I am indeed of 
the Mind of Thoſe amongſt Themſelves, who 
thought their own Cauſe wou'd be better pro- 
pagated, in that Method, than by an Open 
Schiſm. As for their Souls; I leave them in the 
Hands of that God, who ſees their Hearts: and 
as for their External Communion with Us, whilſt 
they retain their main Principles; J think it 
wou'd be of worſe Conſequence to the Publick 
Intereſt, than their Declared Separation, Nor 
ſhall T apply my ſelf to any Others, merely upon 
the Foundation of their having taking the Oaths 
to the preſent Government: well knowing that the 
Nonjurors find an eaſy Account, in proving to 
any Men of common Underſtandings, that the 
having taken an Oat, which They are ſince, 
perſuaded They find reaſon to repent of, is no, 
Argument for rhe keeping it; and that the beſt. 
reparation They'can make for it, when they 
come to judge it an Vzulawfal and Wicked Obli- 
gation, is to act contrary to it, as ſoon as 
poſſible, B 2 1 


'f I 
(4) R 

I do not ſay this, to reflect at all upon any 
Other Worthy Perſons, who think it fitting to 
take theſe Methods, Nor do I deny but that 
ſome particular Pages may poſhbly be kept by 
them, for the preſent, from joining Themſelves 
to Our Adverſaries. But even this Good cannot 
be certain and laſting, whilſt the Main Principles 
of their Cauſe, are allowed to be Honourable 
and Righteous. Suppoſe, for Inſtance, a Perſon 
be perſwaded that it is barely lamful to ſubmit 
to a De-Fato-Government, Intereſt, or Humour, 
may make him for the preſent, barely ſubmit to 
it. But as ſoon as the Scale of Intereſt, or 
Humour, is turn'd, this will not convince Him 
that He muſt ſo much as ſubmit to it. It 
may ſtill be true, that it is likewiſe law- 
ful not to ſubmit to it. Nay, It may be ſtill 
true, that it is more Honourable, and Praiſe- 
worthy, to be faithful to that Authority, which 
is, De Fare, entitled to his Subjection. And this, 
J fear, is forgot in the mean while, that, for the 
very Few that may be kept from them, and 
that only for a Seaſon, by ſuch Methods, there 
are very Many, who are not only perverted, but 
ſtrengthen'd; and harden'd in their Adherence 
ro them, by theſe, and the like Proceedings, At 
leaſt, this is my Perſwaſion, from the Experi- 
ence and Obſervations, which have come within 
my reach. I am ſenſible that Orhers may be 
wiſer to ſee the Tendencies of Things, than T 
am: and every One is to conduct himſelf agree- 
ably to his own Notions of ſuch Matters. But 
I imagine that I have long ſeen, the Evil of cour- 
155 ting 
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ng” (5) 
ting their Principles, as well as their Perſons : 
And that if We will goon to ſpeak and act, 
as if we were Conſcious that They are in the 
Right Way, and Our ſelves in the Wrong; We 
muſt not wonder, if They go on to draw ſuch 
Conſequences from our Premiſes, as naturally e- 
nough follow from them. 

It therefore, T have reſolved to avoid, or 
to deny plainly, ſome Main Points, it is becaufe 
I think I am certain, that they are falſe in 
Themſelves ; that they are the Great Engines of 
the Popular Converſions which our Averſaries 
make amongſt the Unwary ; and that, - after 
an Experience of near Thirty Tears of the Inſuffi- 
ciency, and Bad Effect of ſome Methods, it cannot 
be imprudent to try others: In which, I promiſe 
my ſelf that I ſhall at leaſt have the Satisfaction 
of furniſhing ſuch Arguments as may preſerve 
the Good Diſpoſition, and increaſe the Zeal, of the 
Honeſt and Uncorrupted Part of the Nation. 
This alone I ſhall ever account no {mall Good. 
And if I may not hope to convince any of our 
Ad verſaries, or of Thoſe who have been miſled by 
them; yet, I reſolve to give them no other 
Offence, than what the Principles which I think 
my ſelf obliged to maintain, and a ſincere deſire 
of doing Them Service, carry along with them. 
The Way, therefore, I propoſe to go in, is, to 

ook back to the firſt Foundation, upon which 

e, and Our Adverſaries differ; then, to obſerve 
he Steps and Degrees, by which Their Cauſe 

hath been kept alive; and then, ro Conſider the 

preſent State of Things, with regard to OY 
an 


(6) 
and State; the main Topicks which our Adver- 
faries make uſe of; and the true Anſwers, as 
tar as my Judgment reacheth, to what they 
chiefly rely upon. 1 

The Foundation of our Difference is this. In 
the Year 1688. the Nation, the whole Nation of 
Proteſtants, (however paſt Danger at a diſtance 
may ſeem as nothing,) univerſally, and equally, 
felt and ſaw themſelves upon the Brink of De- 
ſtruction. The chief Men amongſt Us, (not 
the Greateſt Churchmen excepted,) invited over 
the Aſſiſtance of our Neighbours. After having 
warded off the preſent Threatning of Ruin, no- 
thing remained but to ſecure Us from the Re- 
turn of the ſame Evils of Popery and Slavery, 
made more terrible by the Revenge, which 
muſt then have come along with them. This 
was done, with the greateſt Regard to the Con- 
ſtitution of the Kingdom, and with the leaſt 
Deviation from the Common Rule. The Popiſb 
Branches of the Royal Family were ſet afide, 


upon no other Conſideration than the Safety of 
the whole Nation. And the very firſt Proteſtant 


Branches, in the ſame Royal Family, were de- oy 
clared Heirs ; and the Succeſſion from Them de-W an 
clar'd and confirm'd, in the ſame Courſe as was co, 
| uſual before. 3 the 
' Upon the firſt Settlement of the Nation, afrerWa 
1 the Abdication of King James, ſome of the Bino 
3 ſhops, and ſome alſo of the Inferior Clergy, (upMWm 
| on what Motives, or Conſiderations, 4 do nol m- 


| | now enquire,) refuling to give the common Secuſ m- 
Is rity of Faithfulneſs and Allegiance to the Ga! 


Vernmen 


(N 
werpmint, and declaring Themſelves in the In- 
terſt of it's Enemies, were firſt Saſpended from 
the Execution of their Offices; and then, aſter 
a delay of Six Months, deprivd of their Offices, 
| Benefices, Dignities, and Promotions Eccleſiaſti- 
i | cal: as the Words of the Adt of Parliament ex- 
> | preſsit. 
* 
— 


From hence aroſe theſe Two main Principles : 
the Oe, that our Princes upon this Proteſtant E- 
t | /tabliſbment, in excluſion to the Popiſh Line, can 
r | have no Right to the Crown; and the Other 
g | (very: new, and never before heard of in the 
0- | Church of England,) that No Deprivation of Biſhops 
e- | by the Lay-Power can be valid, or ought to be 
Y, | ſubmitted to. And from theſe Two Principles 
ch | aroſe Two Points of Practice. The One, The ad- 
his hering to the Popiſh Line, and the Refuſing as 
nN- | Unlawful, the taking Oaths of Fidelity to the 
alt | Proteſtant Eſtabliſhment : and the Other, the adhe- 
piſbÞ}] ring to the Communion of the Deprived Biſhops, 
ide, ¶ and the treating our Churches as No Churches. 
ol But it was not preſently the Seaſon of open- 
tant ing all this, in the face of the World. There 
de- was the lefs need of it, becauſe every Year, 
de and almoſt every Month, they lived in the 
confident Expectation of the Bleſſing of ſeeing - 
their King reſtored to them by a French Power : 
And without this, the Temper of the Nation was 
Wnot very quickly of that fort, as to give them 
much Encouragement to ſpeak plainly. In the 
mean while, They ſaw with Pleaſure, that 
many of thoſe who took the Oaths, did it upon 
a Principle of Reproach to the Government, if . 
3 0 


| 
| 


of Shame to Themſelves : And that moſt of 
Thoſe who defended both that, and the Church 
united with it, moved very ſaintly in their work; 
treated the One, as an 2 and the Other, 
as what it was barely lawful for the Laith, 
in imitation of former -Precedents, to communi- 
care with. RESORTS 
The Glory that was thus freely given them, 
They greedily ſnatch'd: and amongſt Thoſe, 
whom they had to deal with, They had little o- 
ther Trouble, beſides appealing to the Writings 
of their Adverſaries, to ſhew that Their Princi- 
les were, in effect, acknowledg'd to be Juſt and 
Right. For when it could be ſhewn to the ve- 
ry Senſes of their Followers, that Thoſe who 
kept in the Eſtabliſhment, did it as a thing bare- 
ly lawful, but not over-honourable in their own 


Judgments; that, when They were obliged, in 


honour, to write, their whole Concern was to 
vindicate Themſelves from the Imputation of Di/- 
honeſty, and not the Government from the heavy 
Charge of Unjuſt; to give Reaſons for the bare 
lawfulneſs of their own Compliance, and to leave the 
Eftabliſhment not only undefended, but mark'd, 
by their own way of Treating it, with the Infa- 
mous Blot of Uſurpation without true Right: I 


fay, when this was fo, in the Writings and Diſ- 


courſes of ſeveral of the moſt famous of Thoſe, 


from whom the Nonjurors ſeparated, They had 


too eaſy a Game to play; which They did not 
fail to manage in private, ſo as to add to the Num- 
ber of their Church, Many of Thoſe whoſe Ca- 


-pacities were not above the following of Great 


Names. They 


. 2 g 


©, % 
* 
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3 ( 
They never found, I am perſwaded, any great 
Difficulty in making Proſehytes of Thoſe, whom 
They had once convinced of the Truth of 
their Two Main Principles: and, to do that, They 
found nothing more effectual than to add to 
their own Concluſions, the 'Teftimony of Thoſe, 
who not only allowed, but applauded their Pre- 
miſes, They met with very few, I dare ſay, 
of ſo nice a Diſcernment, and of ſo diſtinguiſhing 
a Head-piece, as to ſtand the ſhock of ſuch 
Attacks as theſe Jour own Friends treat the 
Government, 4s having no Right. And, if the Pro- 
teftant Line hath no right, the Popiſh Line maſt have 
it. And confequently, it # at 2 more honourable, 
to adhere to that to which the Right belongs. Again, 
in the Church Controverſy, the Paſſage was eaſy 
from the former Argument, to engage Men to 
join with Thoſe, who prayed for their True Ming. 
Beſides that They could furniſh the fame Teſti- 
mony for the Foundation of this alſo. Many of 
the Great Writers, on the Side of the Effabliſh- 


ment, have gone upon the Suppoſition, and fome 


openly acknowledg*d Deprivations by the Lay- 
Power to be invalid; and only pleaded againſt 
carrying the Matter to a Separation upon that 
Account. But certainly, they would argue, If 
Lay- Deprivations be invalid, then it is the grea- 
teſt Preſumption in the C:vi! Power to meddle 
with ſuch Things; and the Duty of all to bear 
Teſtimony againſt ſo great an Evil, and to com- 
municate with Biſbops to unjuſtly and injuriouſly 
ejected. Or elſe, if they had a mind not to 


carry the general Principle ſo far, They might 


C draw 


— 


2 - — —• 
— 


CI 
_ 
— 


_ . r ” * 
* "I. er * 1 * 
— B22 — Ä 


—— — 
a— 


oY 
* n 0 22 — — 2 
Br. a <a 


— 
n — - 


<- * 


— — — 


— — 


* — — — — — — — - +> ww - 4 7 
- yr. * — 7 * — + x — * - — — 8 4 * . 2 S hy - 2 
. — oy N — ws — — a 2 — 3 
RR ——— — Nt 
— rt —— Oo LY —— — ——4—ñ—ñ— —— — 222 — — 2 — _- - - 6 Aa» 2 — pany - — — — — — 2 — . 
- 


(10) 
draw as ſtrong an Argument from the Con- 


ceſſions and Principles of ſome Who took the 
Oaths; and defended themſelves, as taking Oaths 


to a Goverament Uſurped. For they might well 


argue, that a Civil Power without Right, had no 
Authority to deprive Thoſe Biſhops ; even {uppo- 
ſing ſuch anAuthority to be lodg'd with the Right- 
ful Civil. Power. If we look back, therefore, 
We ſhall find, that by. their flattering the Inde- 
pendent, Rights of the Clergy, and exalting their 
Power; by crying up the Church in general, and 
treating the other Diſſenters with Indignity ; and 
the like Arrifices ; they firſt made their Way to 
the Love and Approbation of Thoſe, whom They 
now treat as the Worſt of Men; that having 
this Approbation and Concurrence of many of 
the Clergy in the Main Points, to produce for 
Themſelves, they went on, gaining Ground, 
hilft They were look'd upon as Friends, by 


| Thoſe whoſe Congregations they now threaten 


with Damnation; that, by the help of ſuch Sup- 
ports from others, rather than their own Strength, 
They have proceeded from one Step to another ; 
with an indefatigable Induſtry, ſcattering their 
Papers ; and entring into the Art and. Freedom 
of Converſation; till They are now come to 
think Themſelves ſtrong enough to ſtand with- 
out the Aſſiſtance of Others: nay, to turn 
their own Artillery, againſt T hoſe, — whom 
They beſore borrowed it. Theſe things J have 
the rather now reminded you of, not only to re- 
mark the Steps by which the Cauſe of Our Aa- 
⁊erſaries is come to the State in which it ak : 
ut 


* 0 
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* 


— 


ent) 

but to vindicate, and juſtiſy, my preſent Deſign 
of oppoſing their way of Reaſoning, upon a- 
nother Foundation, and different Principles. 

The preſeut State of their Cauſe, is, Nou ſee, 
little more than the Reſult of what ſeveral of T hoſe 
who have complied with the Government have 
either expreſly granted to Them, or very faintly 


denied to Them. The Mask is now laid aſide. 


They have now left off to flatter that part of the 
Clergy, to whom, I am perſwaded, they owe 
the greateſt Advantages of their Cauſe, Their 
Voice and Language is alter'd. Excommurnication 
is declared againſt them. They are ſo far from 


being able, or qualified, to be Miniſters in the 


Charch of Chriſt, that They are nat allowed to 
be Themſelves, in, or of, the Charch; but are 
given over to a State of Damnation. Thoſe who 


join with Them, even tho? their Hearts are 
with the Vonjurors, are now terrified with the 


Thoughts of loſing their Souls: Nay, and when 
They return to this True, Charitable, Chriſtian 
Church, it is with much Difficulty, and bitter 


Repentance, and great Abhorrence of the cry ing 


Sin, of having communicated, with any others, 
that They are received, and come to be e- 
ſteem'd and acknowledg'd in the Number of the 
Faithful. And this is the Method now open'd, 
for the moſt effectual keeping their Ignorant and 
Unwary Followers, cloſe to the other Main Prin- 
ciple, of the Injuſtice and U ſurpation of the pre- 
ſent Proteſtant Eſtabliſhment. | 
My way of thinking in. this Matter, I conſeſs, 
is this. If there be a Kit properly ſo called, 

2 3 ac 
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to give any Encouragement to Thoſe, who have 
Vſarp'd their Place. The Remedy, I always 
judge, muſt be ſomething equivalent to the Root 
of the Diſeaſe : If it be not fo, it only binds 
it up a little for the preſent, to break out again 
more furiouſly and more dangerouſly in time to 
come. 68 

I think it a very trifling part of this Contro- 
verſy, whether They will pleaſe to come to our 
Churches, or not. I can't perſwade my ſelf to 


give Them the hard Names, They give even 


to Thoſe who have befriended them; or, be- 


cauſe I think Them, and their Followers, to be 


miſtaken in this World, therefore to argue that 
They ſhall be damn'd in the next. But I think 


it of Great Importance, whether our Preſent Roy- 


al Family have a True Right, or not; Whether 
our Churches are Chriſtian Churches, or not; Whe- 
ther Thoſe who communicate with us, have a 
Title to God's Favour, or not; and whether 
the Supreme Power of this Nation» had not a 
Right to deprive the Nonjuring Biſhops. AST am 
certain that They make zo Proſelytes, but by the 

52 contrary 
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contrary Principles: ſo Theſe muſt be the Beft 


Preſervatives againſt Them: And we mult firſt 
deſtroy their Foundation, before We muſt expeR, 
what They have built upon it, neceſſarily to 
fall to the Ground. ME 
And having undertaken to give you the beſt 
Aſſiſtance I can, to lead you into a True An- 
ſwer to what the Nonjarors are ever alledging in 
favour of their own Practice, both in Church 
and State: I muſt of neceſſity both begin where 
They always begin ; and follow 'Them in their 
Arguments, as They lead the way. If They 
attack the preſent Eſtabliſhment upon 'Topicks, 
which will lead to Sabjeds not agreeable to many 
amongſt Us ; it is not a Faulr, but a Daty to the 
Happy Settlement We enjoy, to enter upon thoſe 
Subjects, which it's Enemies make neceſſary to 
be handled. | 
I ſhall not do this out of choice; or with any 
Perſwaſion that it is the Abſolute Duty of every 
private Subject to enquire-into the Right and 
Title of the Government under which He lives: 
but becauſe the State of our Nation is ſuch, that 
They are almoſt all, daily and hourly, allarm'd 
againſt the Right of their preſent Governours, and 
alienated in their Hearts and Affections, by the 
ſetting up azother Right oppoſite to it. So that, 
with Submiſſion to better Judgments, I humbly 
conceive, that, tho? it might have been enough, 
in other Circumſtances, to have reminded All 
Subjects of the general Duty of Obedience: yet, 
conſidering that there is a RH openly ſet up 
againſt our preſent Royal Famil); and that the 
f Ss People 
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People are continually and univerſally led by our 
Adverſaries to judge of that Right ; and are, by 
this Method alone, made Enemies upon Princi- 
ple; it doth not ſeem to be left to our choice, 
what Method to proceed in. It is an Antidote 
that is wanted: and that muſt be framed accord- 
ing to the Nature and Extent of of the Poiſon, diſ- 
perſed abroad. It is in vain, to tell People of 
what is due to the Supreme Civil Power, if their 
Minds are diſtracted, and not at all ſatisfied, 
which is that Supreme Power. It is of no im- 
portance to King EG RGE's Intereſt, to preſs 
the Duty of obeying the KING, upon Thoſe 
Who are every Day taught that HE is not their 
KING. It cannot indeed, be otherwiſe, but 
that the true Method of doing effectual Service 
to Our own Cauſe, mult be the very Oppoſite to 
That, which our Adverſaries have found moſt 
ſucceſs full againſt it. 


The Virſt Point with Them, and that which 
ſtands them in moſt account, and that without 
which all their Other Arguments would have but 
little effect, hath always been, the Great and 
Cry ing Injuſtice of ſetting aſide the Popiſh. Line, 
and fixing the. Succeſſion to the Crows, in the 
Proteſtant Branches of the Royal Family, If they 
could not perſwade weak Men, and Women, to 


this; their Schiſin and their Churches would quick- | 
ly. diſappear. And to perſwade Them to this, 


They ſometimes argue from the Declarations of 
Scripture, which They are pleaſed to interpret 
abſolutely againſt throwing off qur Duty and 

a; N Allegiance 
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ir || Allegiance to the late King James; and againſt 
y aay the leaſt Deviation from the Right Line of the 
. Popiſh Branches of the Royal Family: ſometimes, 
> (I ſhould fay, moſt commonly, ) from the peculiar 
% Doctrine of the Church of England: and ſometimes 
1. from the Conſtitution of our Government : which 
{. they frame to Themſelves to be ſo abſolutely 
f | Hereaitary, that the Popiſb Branches of the Royal 
ir | Family could not juſtly, or lawfully, be ſet aſide 
1 by any Power upon Earth. 

: I. In Anſwer therefore, to what any of them 
may allarm You with, concerning the Delarati- 
ons of Holy Scripture ; and the Conſequences 
which They draw from thence : I deſire nothing 
of You, but that you would neither believe Ther, 
upon their bare Word, in their own Cauſe ; nor 
Me, nor any One elſe, againſt it. But ſearch 
with your own Eyes, and fee, whether you can 
poſſibly find a plain and expreſs Paſſaze of Scrip- 
ture, in which God inſtituted any particular Forms 
ch of Hamane Government, tor any Nation in the 
ur World; unleſs you will except One, which firſt 
ut wilfully and reſolutely Choſe it for Themſclves: 
nd Nor, in which He commands all Nations, either 
„e, to keep firm to that One Form; or, when once 
he They have for any length of Time been under 
Subjection to a Race of Princes, that They are 
obliged, upon pain of Damnation, not to put by 
. che next in Blood, even tho? the Deſtruction of 
is, the Whole be unavoidable without it. And re- 
of member, that it ought to be a very plain, and 
expreſs Paſſage, to found ſuch a Doctrine upon. 


When 
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When They allarm You with the Declarations: 


of Scripture, about Allegiance, or Obedience to 
Princes; which They apply to the abſolute Un- 
lawfulneſs, and Crime, of witkdrawing our Al- 
legiance from King James to the Revolution ; and 
from the Popiſh Line, ſince that time: deſire Them 
impartially, and plainly at tell you, whether, in 
multitudes of other Caſes. They do not explain 
the general Words of Scripture with thoſe Re- 


ſtrictions, which the Nature and Circumſtance of 
the thing ſpoken of, require, and jultify ; whether 
'They do not allow, in many places, that where 


thereare Reſtrictions expreis'd in Words, there muſt 
certainly be a Reſtriction or Limitation allowed; 
and wherher it doth not follow from hence, that 
it mult be reſolved at laſt into this, whether the 
Nature of Government it ſelf require theſe Expre- 
ſſions to be underſtood abſolutely, or with Re. 


frriffions. And about this, I will here juſt men- 


tion one thing, of which Iwill make more uſe 
preſently : That They themſelves are forced to 
allow, that, in Caſes of Natural continued Folly, 


or Madneſ;, none of theſe Texts oblige a Nation 


to Perſonal Obedience. This is a Demonſtration 


that the moſt ſtrong and expreſs of thoſe Paſſages, 


which they think ſo favourable to Themfelves, 
are not to be interpreted abſolutely, or without a 
ny poſſible exception. With the help of this One 


Argument, you will always be able to anſwer | 


what They pretend to alledge from the Scripture. 
themſelves deny but that the Di- 


rections there laid down, were only ſhort Gene- 
ral Rules, deſigned for the Uſe of ſuch, as were 
n 10 
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{ weak as to think themſelves exempt from all 
Government; and not at all with any view of 
binding down whole Chriſtian Nations to utter 

II. When They —— much of the Pecaliar Do- 
frine of the Church of England; anſwer Them, that 
it is a Scandal to the Church of England to ſuppoſe 
that it hath wy Peculiar Dottrines, conſider'd as 
the Church of Exgland; that it knows no other 
Rule, but the Goſpel, and always appeals to that 
for the Truth of every thing taught in it; that by 
the Church of England, in this, and the like De- 
bates, is meant thar Collection or Company of Men, 
who at, and quickly after the Reformation, ſet- 
led our Worſhip, our Articles, and Homilies; that 
Theſe not only were fallible Men, but, in One of 
the Articles, ſolemnly profeſs Themſelves as well 
as Others ; all Charches equally ; all General Councils 
_— ſo to be; and that in another Article 
They expreſly require All in their Communion to 
take the Scripture, (and not Them) for the Rale 
of their Faith, and Practice; and that, conſe- 
quently, the certain Truth of any Doctrine, is not 
put, by our Reformed Church, upon it's being the 
Doctrine, or the Peculiar Doctrine, of our Church, 
but of the Scripture. 
But if Oar Adverſaries will be determin'd by 
the Homilies of the Church, as They would here 
make you believe, in order to catch you upon 
this Subject only, You may quickly ſatisfy your 
ſelves that there are many Arguments, and ma- 
ny plain Paſſages, in them, even upon this ſame 
Subject, which evidently condemn their whole 
_ 3 0 
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proceeding; beſides multitudes of other Do#rines, 
main Doctrines, largely handled in the Homilies, 
which theſe Great Churchmen not only do not re- 
ceive, but hold in the utmoſt contempt. Ask 
them therefore, Will you be determined, in other 
Matters, by the Homilies of the Church; and by 
the Interpretations of Scripture 1n them, for inſtance 
about Jain, Faith, Antichriſt, Muſick in 
Churches, and Ceremonies too; and in many other 
Points, upon which great ſtreſs is there laid? 
If They will not, (as I know, they will not,) 
They can never more expect you to yield up your 


Aſſent, in another Point, merely becauſe They 


chance to like it,and think, They ſhould gain by it. 
| Your Axſwer therefore, is plain before You. 
Suppoling the Doctrine of the Church, to be 
plainly, in this particular Inſtance, on their 
Side; the Church it ſelf requires You to be deter- 
min'd ſolely by the Scripture, whether it be true 
or not. And, again, Swppoſing this Doctrine to be 
as They repreſent it, Joa have the ſame liberty to 
differ from this point, which theſe Gentlemen 
themſelves have in many Others, upon which e- 
qual Weight is laid. They, of all Perſons living 
mult never reproach You, till They can fhew 


Lou, their Scheme of Church- Authority, Sacerdotal 


Powers, Regular Succeſſions, Authoritative Bene- 
ditions, and Abſolations; or their Notions of many 
other Points, not to have been condemn'd even 
with Zeal by the Church of our Firſt Reformers. 
But then again, this Doctrine, as They repreſent 
it, and profeſs to practice it, is not the Expreſs 
Doctrine of the Homilies. The particular Cale 
0 


(19) 
of a Total Deſtruction is not there put: and no- 
thing leſs than the putting that Caſe, can juſtify 
the interpreting All Other Expreſſions, abſolutely, 
and inflexibly. And to convince Our Adverſaries 
themſelves of this, it is enough to remark that 
otherwiſe They themſelves differ equally from 
them, upon this very Subject: which perhaps they 
will be ſuprized to hear. The Homilies do not 
| put the Caſe of Lunacy, or Idiocy, in a Prince. Ask 
I them, therefore, Doth what They ſay, abſolutely 
conclude for Perſonal Allegiance, and againſt the 
Coertion of a Regency, in ſuch a Caſe ? If not, as 
They allow; here is a Demonſtration, that the 
Doctrine, however expreſs d, is not Abſolute ; and 
conſequently, in Caſes which equally affect the 
buſineſs of Government, equally admits of an Ex- 
ception. GEN = 
Nor need it move You, that They have pre- 
famed to declare this particular Doctrine, à Here 
determined by the Church, alledging that the 
Compilers of the Homilies have called it a Falſe 
and damnable Doctrine. For ſuppoſing, (which 
indeed, is not true,) that the Church hath profeſ- 
ſedly and directly, ſpoke to the Caſe; 1. It is e- 
vident that They are ſelf condemn'd by this / Rule, 
becauſe they allow, in the Caſe of Lanaq, what 
equally contradicts the Doctrine of the Church; 
and fo are equally Guilty of Hereſy, as They 
gthemſelyves have ſtated it. 2. You may fee 
plainly in another Inſtance, that they ſay, and 
unſay ; maintain and deny, juſt as their own Cauſe 
requires: when They, who would have others 
declared Hereticts, by Wks ; yet will not 
3 bg 


' ſome of their own darling Principles are treated 
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he content to be judg'd Extommunitated even by 
the Expreſs Words, and Purpoſe, of a Canon of 
the ſame Church, which declares. it in ſo many 
words againſt All, who deny the King's Suprema- 
cy : which They openly profeſs to be an Vſarpa- 
tion in All Rings. This will ſhew you that They 
only urge the Authority of the Church to over- bear 
Others; whilſt they will not be determin'd by 
it themſelves. 3. If it could be ſhewn that 


in the Homilies as falſe and damnable ; (as I be- 
lieve it may ;) Iam very ſure, They would not 
think this the ſame, as it the Church had expreſſy 
Condemn'd them, under the Name of Hereſy ; 
nor acknowledge Themſelves Real Hereticks, and 
their E eapacy and Holy Offices, affected by it, 
even if ſuch an Expreſs Condemnation had 


III. As for our Legal Conſtitution ;' there are 
few of the Nonjurors, who do not prefer Abſo- 
lute Monarchy before it. But Same of them do 
indeed ſometimes mention it in their Arguments, 
becauſe, by the ſeeming Contradiction of ſome 
of our Statutes to others, They think, They can 
confound the Underſtanding of the- Unskilful, 
And for Others of them; as the Papiſts, b 
the Church eſtabliſhed by Law, when they ſpeak 
in it's favour, mean the Popiſh Church eſtabliſhed 
by Laws made before the Reformation: ſo, They, 
play with the Word a little at their leiſure, and 
by our Conſtitution mean, what it was, when they 
imagine our 'K/zes to have been Abſolute; and 
from thence conclude, no other Right to be in 
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our Laws bũt what hath flowed from their volun- 
tary Conceſſions, and what may ſtill, upon that 


Account, depend upon their Wills. I ſhall there- 
fare, not enter here into any nice Examination of 


what You cannot ſo well judge of, but put you in 


mind of ſamething, which flows from General 
and Comprehenſive Principles ; and which may 
be applied to All Conſtitutions; and to our own 
in particular, let it be, as They Fax it, or 
not: viz. That, as the By-Laws of any partica- 
lar Corporation, are always ſuppoſed to be agree- 
able, and ſubordinate; to the Law of the Land; 
or elſe to be Invalid: ſo, all Conſtitutions: are 
under the Univerſal Law of God, and of Humane 
Society. And to apply this to Our Adverſaries, 
in Your Azſwers to All that They will ſometimes 
alledge out of our Statutes, againſt Coercion, or 
withdrawing Allegiance, or the like, there needs 
nothing, but to put you in Mind, that They them- 
ſelves are forced to mollify all Conſtitutions; and 
particularly to add an Exception to the moſt Rigid 
Statutes, in our own, by allowing that a Lanatick, 
or an Idiot, may be'coerced; put under the Reſfraint 
of a Regency; Which is an Efectual Excluſion of 
Him from Government, and from All Right to 
the Perſonal Allegiance of his Sabjetts : and all 
this, merely becauſe He is wholly uncapable of 
anſwering the Ends of Goverment. 
This Foundation, You. fee, is ſo plain, that 
All, even the moſt unwilling, acknowledge it, 
in the Caſe of Taiocy, or Maayeſs. From hence 
You will furniſh your ſelves with this Argument. 
As it is impoſſible, in the Nature of the I hing, 
| an 
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elves, that * Conſtitut ion of Government, or 
8 


the moſt expreſs. Declarations of Written Laws, 
can be ſuppoſed to intend to impoſe upon any 
Nation the Indiſpenſable Duty or Obligation, of 
paying Obedience or Allegiance, to an Idiot, or a 
Madman; and this ſolely, becauſe the Exds of 
Goverument cannot, in any tolerable degree, be 
anſwer'd by Them: So, upon the ſame certain 
Foundation, Let the Conſtitutian of a Nation be 
what it will; let it be from God, or from Man; 
Let the Declarations of the Laws be never fo 
ſtrong; They cannot be fuppoſed tointend to ob- 
lige a Netion to their own utter Deſtruction, in 
any parallel Cafe ; to forbid whatever is neceſſa- 


ry for the Preſervation of the whole; to take a- 


Way, or to give up, their Right to ſer aſide, in the 
Beſt manner the Circumſtances of Affairs allow, 
all ſuck Perſons, as are equally uncapable of anf- 
wering the Ends of Government, in a tolerable de- 
gree, and therefore, in the ſame Rank, upon that 
Account, with Idiots, or 'Lunaticks; and to in- 
veſt the Authority in others. The End of Govern- 
vent is acknowledg'd the ſufficieng only Reaſon 
for ſetting aſide Luzaticks, or Idiots: and there- 
fore, the ſame. End of Government holds equally 
in all parallel Caſes. And as the Argument from 
hence, is of that Nature, that you may ſecurel 

depend upon it: ſo, It will be of Great Uſe 
therefore, thoroughly to apprehend it, and con- 
ſtantly to have recourſe to it; becauſe Our Ad. 
werſaries themſelves are forced, againſt their 
Wall, to reſolve all into th, gven the Higheſt 
Bas OY ſuppoſed 
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ſuppoſed Caſe of God's Inſtituting Monarchy abſ65 
lutely Hereditary; and in their interpreting Paſſa- 
ges of Scripture, which yet, at other times, they 
would force upon others as Abſolute Rules, wich- 
out Exception; and much more muſt do it, in 
their Appeals to our Church; or our Conſtitution. 


The main Point, neceſſary to make All this 
hich is true in it ſelf, uſeful to Us, in this De- 
date, is to conſider, Whether what hath been 
one in this Nation can be juſtified upon this 
Foundation: that is, in other words, whether 
he ſetting aſide the Popiſh Line, be not in Truth, 
etting aſide a Line of Princes uncapable of anſwer- 
g the Ends of Government, in our Nation. 
The Conſequence of which was, going no far- 
er from the ſtrait Line, than to the neareſt Pro- 
ſtant Branch in the ſame Royal Family, © © 
Now, All Incapacity is the fame, in the Effects 
nd Conſequences of it, to the Concerns of 4 
ation. It is of no Importance, whether it be 
atural, or Moral. Tf therefore, you doubt of 
e 1 of the Popiſh Line for our Govern- 
Sent: Reaſon and Experience will ſoon con- 
nce You. In Reaſon, You will {ee it plain, 
at any Prince, who hath Principles in Him, 
at oblige Him, in point of Conſcience, to deſtroy 
s, is incapable to preſerve, and make Us hap- 
- But a Prince fully poſſeſs'd by the Popiſb 
ligion, is under the Command of Principles, 
hich teach Him that it is his Daty to deſtroy 
S. And, therefore, muſt have the greateſt of 
Incapacities. I ſay, The Greateſt of Al. For 
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an Idiot may be kept quiet. A Lanoick may 
be controlPd, without incurring Cenſure for it. 
But One, who is not ſuppoſed to be out of his 
own Governance, and yet is a Bigot, perfectly 
under the Influence of ſuch a Religion, is by. 
that means free from the Reſtraint of others; 
at liberty to follow his own Counſels, and obliged 
by them to deſtroy Al that ſtands in the way 
of thoſe Counfels. Nas RI AS 
So to the Experience of Other Nations; and 
that will ſhew You, there never was 2 Popiſ 
Prince over a Proteſtant People, who did not make 
good this Obſervation. Return to, your qu; 
The Hiſtories will tell You, what Queen Mur 
the Firſt was, under the higheſt Obligations te 
Proteſtants: and the Memory of Your ſelves, o 
of Many others now alive, will tell your what 
the late Ning James was, under the ſame, © 
greater Obligations to the Body of Proteſtants i 
this Kingdom ; and under the Additional Oblig atic 
14 of the moſt ſolemn Promiſes. ' He, who ſer u 
1 in Himſelf, the One Comprehenſive Principle, of 
4 Right to diſpenſe with our Laws at his pleaſure 
was incapable of our Government by Laws, | 
4 was not any One particular Action, but the Te 
4 nour of his Actions, and this Avowed Princip 
. which convinced the Nation, and all Orden 
Degrees, and Parties, of Proteſtants in it, of H 
Incapacity. If any of the Nonjuring Biſhops we 
now remaining, You might ask hem, Why the 
_ themſelves ſet their Hands to the Invitation 
the Prince of Orange, and his Army; which cou 
be upon no other Bottom, but that they b. 
du 
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found King James uneapable of Governing this 
Nation. For if He were capable; there was no 
need of an Army of Directors and Adviſers. You 
may ask Thoſe, who were for ſetting up a Regency 
over Him, whether Dhat Was not a plain Confeſſi- 
on that He was incapable of the Government, For 
it is an Inſult upon common Senſe, to go to per- 
ſwade the World that He would, in ht way, 
have been any more King, in effect, than He 
was, when He was declared to have Abdicated. 
So that Al, You fee, conſpired ; as well Thoſe, 
who took the Oaths afterwards to King William, 
as Thoſe who refuſed them; to declare and ac- 
knowledge that unhappy Prince to be as truly 
Uncapable of Governing this Nation, as if He had 
been an Idiot, or a Lunatich, Dili Hun 
Now, I befeech you, what was it that was 
his Incapacity? What was it, that had fatisfied 
All in e dee eſpecially, I may ſay) 
at that Time, that He was incapable? His Natu- 
ral Temper, His Moral Accompliſhments, were 
in themſelves no worſe than thoſe of many other 
Princes, No, It was his Religion, that gave Them 
their bad Turn. It was his Relig ion only, Which made 
Him «#capable : His being of a Religion, which, 
when it is fully poſſeſs d, obligeth and prompts its 
Votaries, to deſtroy and ruine Vs, and Our Laws, 

And this being fo plain from Experience, that 
They themſelves, who now differ from Us, in 
effect acknowledg'd this Incapacity in King Fames, 
ariſing from his Religion, at a time when They 
were much better Judges of it, than They can 
be now: the next Point is, whether it be not as 
plain, that the fame Religion produceth the fame 

FONT > Incapacity 
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Inapacity, in Others who heartily embrace. it, 
Now this, I think, is evident from hence, that the 
ſame Cauſe muſt have the ſame Effidt, where there 
is nothing to hinder it, Popery is a Religion, which, 
wherever it is received, mult: at, univerſally, 
and equally, in the lame way. It is a Religion, 
which leaves nothing to Variety of Lempers, or, 
Prinziples ; but layeth the ſame Neceſſity, up, All 
Thoſe who receive it, either to ſacrifice. all the 
World to it, or to be ſacrificed to it themſelves. 
It is the ſame Religion, in all. its extent and lati- 
tude, Which obliged that Xing to be Uncapable, 
Who without it might. have n very capable. 
And therefore, the [capacity in Him, having ari - 
ſen ole from his Religion; the ſame, Incapacity. 
muſt ariſe from the ſame Religion, in Others: be- 
cauſe there, can be no difference in the Obligations 
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W— which it ky'd.upon Him, and thoſe it muſt lay, 
ing ypon any of his Succeſſor s. 
1 The ſame Cauſe, which obliged King, Kere to 8 
4 attempt to ruine Us, as it is t e ſame, muſt lay, 1 
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dhe aue Obligatian upon all others, in his Cir-, 
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4 upon Others embracing it, as He did. 
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refore that alone muſt have the ſame Effect, 
N 328 any Promiſes,,or Vows,to 10 fee 

t 


alter the Caſe. That, Experience alſo ſhew'd.1n 

Him; and the ſame Religion which 00 igeth to- 
Our Deſtruq ion, permits and engageth 11's Yota; . 
ries, to Swear, and Promiſe, the contrary. _ * 
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their Hands: Nothing: therefore Fett, but 


* 
Gy; it wide be 05 to g d ag ft the former: the 
Reaſoris being at lea a ſtrong in both Caſes. 
Nath The tie remained for the Nation to do, 
but to take one of cheſe Wo ways. Either, to try, 
after one another, every Individual 71 TS in the 
Royal Fami in his Turn, free from All Reftraint; 
or elſe, at onde toExclade Ther from the Throne, ei. 
ther wie hallt the Ceremony of a Perpetan Regency: 
or with it: which alters not the Caſe. For ſuch a Re- 

uc) is in truth the ſame Excluſſon: only a greater 
Peterle from the real Nature of our Conſtituti- 
vn; and, in all probability, a more fatal Wound 
to it, in the End. It is indeed making a Suteffio1 ton 
of Regent truly and properly Xirgs; an entire 
de parture from the Royal Family : And; if you can 
ellen a Smile ſuppoſe that Scheme to have ta- 

en Place, for All the Popiſh Branches, who either 
All, or Noze, require it; It is either an Alteration 
of the Kin dom from Hereditary to Elefive; or a 
T 7 it entirely from the Royal Fantily to a 
Famil) of Subjekts, who will not "be ſo weak 
ever to patt Ach Gar Others have been 2 0 
as to beffow upon Them 

Now, as to the former of the Two H- ays uff att 
oned, it is 4s 3 as it Would be to talte a Suc- 
reſſior of Perfous, one by one: hom You Have all the 
Reafon itrthe World ; befieve equally " Ennatichs'; 
only in order to ſatisf Toe Curio, herber 
the ſame De gree of a, 50 Will have ſame 
Effect, u f chem; arid ſo co ot Be with'the 
'Fate' 0b 3 x 70 Which too certain wat bt 
+rine@" By forfte' Ont 6 Other of cheſe, befdte 
'You can them up, of procure à Forte 0. tit to tie 
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effectually working, in one Unifo 


the other: vis. To declare All Thoſe to be equally. 
Incapable, who really are 10; and to try no more 
terrible Experiments with the Lives and Liberties 
of a Whole Nation, and of all their Poſterity. 
Here then, is the Argument, Which You may 
ſecurely uſe againſt the vain Attacks of Our Ad- 
verſaries, upon the Proteſtant Succeſſion : let the 
* be from Scripture; or from What They 
eaſe . . F 
i They themſelves, Joa may tell them, acknow- 
ledge that Natural Maaneſs is a good and ſuffici- 
ent Reaſon for excluding the next Heir, or Heirs, 
from Government; or, which is all one, for put- 
ting a Nation out of their Hands, into thoſe of a 
Regency: the only Ground of which is, that 
Madness renders the Man uncapable of anſwer- 
ing the Ends of Government, and diſpoſeth 
Him to overthrow and contradict Them in the 


* 


Tenour of his Conduct.  ; LA 
; Now, the Popiſh Religion, We know by ma- 
ny Experiments, as well as from its profeſs'd 
Nature, and Tendencies,. and unalterable Obli- 
gations, is equally an Incapacity, in this Proteſtant 
Nation, N | 


2 # 


Therefore, it is cal, and with as much Ju- 


Mice, a Reaſon for putting under a. Regency, or 
Which is all ane . the Wear Heir, as 


De Angh becauſe, it is not accidentally Bad in One 


ing, in one norm manner, 
In 4 who are poſſeis d by it: it is therefore, the 
ſame undeniable Reaſon for putting under a per- 


petual uninterrupted Regenc), that is, E. la, 
1111 —e :- 
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All Papiſts, as it is for excluding One wha, hath 
been tried; or, as it hath been. allowed to be, 
for Putting Him under a Regency, which. is, in 
effect, the ſame thing, as to His Government. 
_ This is the Excluſion, to which this Nation hath 
been Witneſs: and it hath. been effected, in the 
molt Regular manner, which the Circumſtances of 
the Nation could poſſibly permit: and with ſuch 
a Regard to the Royal. Line, that the ver) next 
Proteſtant, in the fame Royal Family, is declared 
Heir to the Crows of theſe Realms; that is, the 
very Next in the Royal Line, after Thole, whoſe 
Government is, morally ſpeaking, inconſiſtent 
with the paſſibility of the Publick Safety. Neceſſi- 
ty, Reaſon, .Prudetice, The Nature of Humane 
Society, The Ends of Government, The Voice 
of God ever approving theſe Great Arguments 
all conſpired to promote, and to juſtify, what was 
done. Nothing indeed could have juſtified the 
not doing it: Nor could They, who had it in 
their Power, ever have anſwer d to Themſelves, 
or their Poſterity the neglect of ſo great an Op- 
portunity. But, bleſſed be God, it was done: 
And it was done in ſuch a Manner, as that We 
can look back upon it with Pleaſure, as upon a 
'TranſaQion, in which the Honour of God, and 
the Intereſt of a Brave People; The Liberty of the 
Nationand the Preſervation of our Religion; are 
all concern'd ::1n. which, a Zeal for Pablick Good 
acted ſo noble a Part; declaring, and aſſerting a 
Right to the preſent FPoſſeſſion of our Illuftrious 
Prince and His Heirs, full of Honaur and Glory to 
Themſelves, as well as of the moſt Kindly and 
Benign Influences upon the Happineſs of their 
Subjects. ee I 
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o cohivitic <A ' that T need Add nf wore Wor 
"pfove that the ſetig g aide a L of Princes 
Fe the EA f Goper zl 
PHY chis Kingaor, 2%any LH could he, 
carries Along with'It' Riel, And Wurbortry, pr ro- 
W W called; is agrecable, or Father abſolute- 
feceſſary to the Ends of Gbvetnment; Anu 
8 5 ertainly approved bf, by God. The 
uence of this, (allowed By JM" who aflow 
Co Ye her,) is the Prelent Hig, > Sth rhe in the 
"Next Proteft ant Heirs: Ri 9 in no 6 lnb 
to fee ee by Any wh Swear fc it ash 
Dfur pam; Of ese 150 alen; to be W 
e and to be Mak of as * Matter har 
Robe, and What one had better be a 
drr of, than ee vindicate; but 4 
Matter to be Boakted' of „ by AI who are cot 
cern'd init; as what founded upotr the Highe 
Rigbr, and the Plepreſt Negſon, and can be fu 
ed by ſuch EVidence, 8 nothing can ſhake. 
I am ſure, for y own. Part, I have impartial 
dun it over and over again in my Thou bein 
have tried ill the 0% Je , egi 1 t . en 
think of; and 1 n 5 and more falisfied, that 
it hath all the Hemd nt hon, in che of Polit 
rl Truth, Which any 514 1 „ hath 
HUN redo Þ The Tabu afe S Car; and 
the Connexion 0 lte: Ang; ut By dence 
mot give the FR He Right, properly 10 called: 
che Iuftrions Han of Hanne {Fit > 
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to rell xy hat RH, or what the 1 of 


between Right * . A..Rvght, Ame 
their. a ig than yy Plainly tounded, u 
the. Neceſicres of the, Nation, the Preſervation, gl 
it's 8 Government, it Laws! and Liberties ; and vat 
lyntarily, declared, and conſented. ta, over and 
over again, by the ; Repreſ ents 1 ves, truly. ſo ca 
of the People; I mean of Both, thoſe Parties, into 
Which it is our Unhappineſs to be divided. 

You. ſee then, that there was a Right, to ſet 
aſide Ning US. the, Secand, and the Claims of 
the whole: Pepſſb Line, ar iſi ing from their b 60S 
utter ly uncapable of anſwering the Ends of. 
vernment, "There was the ſame Right to — of 
farther for our Security. The Princeſs of Oraxge 
therefore, was declared Queen: and with Her 
Was joined, in the Regal 4ut hority, tlie Prince, er 
Husband; With Her Conſent, and that of the 
Prince 5 'of Denmark: : as It; Was neceſſary, for the 
perfeCting the Great Work, He had begun. King 
William and Queen, Mary, being veſted with the 
w. Rightful Power of Riss, and; been; I. hauld 
ri now go on to: 555 that the. Whole Legiflatjwe 
Up- Authority Had. a, Rig ht to _Deprize the Biſhops and 
Clergy, Who'at That time ref uſed to, give the ne- 
ceſlary Securities. for their Alle? ance; and mains 
tain'd the Popiſß Claim to rhe. Ges f ſill, againſt 
hat Government, But, becauſ 1 7470 55 time, 
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Eftubliſ?d Charch ; nor known, at that time, as 
far as appears, by thoſe very Deprived Biſho 5 
themſelves : 1 muſt therefore, follow them, firſt, 
in their General Doctrine; and they, in all their 
terrible Conſequences, abour Schiſm, and Dam- 


. #ztion, by which they affrighten Thoſe, whom 


They could not move perhaps by their other 
Arguments. 
Tb is the Second Main Branch of my Deſign. 
And here it will be proper for You, Firſt, to 
know ,the Nature, and Extent, of the Deprivation 
here ſpoken of; and Then, to conſider, in a more 
neral way, whether this Power doth not, of 
eceſſity, and in the Nature of the thing,belong 
to the Supreme Rig hiful Authority of a Nation. 
Before I enter upon the Firſt of theſe, (under 
which I propoſe to ſhe that this Deprivation of 
the Biſhops was enaQted to extend to all Parts, to 
which the Supreme Authority reacheth, and not 
only their own Dioceſes,) it will be proper to re- 
mark that the Advocates of the Nonjwrors contend 
againſt Al Deprivation by the molt. Rightful Su- 
preme Power, with a View always to the part iicu- 
lar Dioceſes of we pet of founding their Arguments 
upon their particular Relation to their Dioceſes ; 
and denying to the Supreme Power, all Right of 
diffolving that Relation: becauſe this, being all 
with regard to the Cauſe of our Deprived Biſhops 
in particular, (upon whom Their own Conduct 
entirely depends,) may furniſh Us with an Ob- 
ſervation or T'wo, of ſome Importance, For here, 
it ought to be confider'd what our C ur Holy te is, 
under which Theſe. Biſhops accepted their Epiſco- 
pal Dignities; and what They themſelves had 
acknowledged upon this Subject. And 
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And irideed, as to this particular Branch of out 
Conſtitution, it is manifeſt that, whatever Power, 
or Authority, is confer'd upon Biſhops, by Spiri- 
tual Perſons, at their ee ; yet the Right 
of executing, or exerci ng this, in theit parti- 
cular Dioceſes, ariſeth originally from the Nomi- 
nation of the King. This Nomination is veſted 
in the Coton, by the Laws; and is ultimately re- 
ſolved in the Supreme Authority of the Nation. 
Conſequently, therefore, as They allow that 
what is given, may be talen away, by the ſame 
Authority ;, the Right to execute the Epiſcopal 
Office in a particular Dioceſe, coming, in our Con- 


ſtitution, from the Civil Power, may be taken a- 


way, upon great Occaſions, by the ſame Supreme 
Power. 

The Point here is not, whether this be Right, 
and Fitting + But whether This were not, in fact, 
Our Conſtitution, when the Deprived Biſhops were 
firſt veſted with their Ecclefaſtical Authority; and 
acknowledged ſo to be, by Themſelves. One 
need not appeal to Them, if any of them were 
living. All the World knows that They them- 
ſelves had, upon their Knees, ſolemnly and de- 
voutly gcknowledg d, that They bad, and held 
their Biſbopricks, and the Poſſeſſions of the ſame, 
entirely, as well the Spiritualities, as Temporali- 
ties thereof, only of the King's Majeſty, and of 
the Imperial Crown of this His Majeſties Realm. 
This They had ſolemnly ſworn : And by the 
Spiritualities, nothing leſs could be meant than 
the Relation between Them, and the Church, or 
Chriſtian Clergy and People, of that Dioceſe, to 


F which 


* 


(34) 
which the King had nominated Them. From 
hence it follows, that the New-invented General 
Principle of the Nonjurors, cannot poſſibly help 
the Cauſe of Thoſe Biſhops, who, by theit own ſo- 
lemn Acknowledgment, could not but believe, 
whatever they thought of the Power then in 
oſſeſſion, ) that the Rightful Civil Power was veſt- 


ed with ſufficient 8 to deprive them: 


Becauſe, whatever They believed Themſelves to 
hold ſolely from that Civil. Power, They could 
not but believe, They might be. deprived of, by 
the ſame Civil Power : That is, according to their 
own Solemn Oath, the Spiritualities, as well as Tem- 
poralities, of their Reſpefive Diaceſes. To return, 


I. As to the Nature, and Extent, of the Depri- 
vation here ſpoken of; theſe will appear moſt 
plainly, by ſetting down the very Words of the 
Ad of Parliament, by which this particular Depri- 
vation now ſpoken of, was Enafed : And They 
are theſe. And be it further Enafted by the Au- 
| thority aforeſaid, that if any Arch-Biſhop, ar 
Biſhop, or. any other Perſon now hauing any Ec- 

cleſiaſtical Dignity, Benefice, or Promotion, ſball 
neglect or refuſe to take the Oaths, by this Act ap- 
pointed to be taken, in-ſuch.a manner at by this AQ 
is directed, before the firſt Day of Auguſt, in the 
Tear One thouſand, fix hundred, eighty nine, eve- 
ry ſuch Perſon and Perſons, ſa neglecting or refu- 
ſing, ſhall be, and is, and are, hereby declared and 
adjudged to be ſuſpended from the Execution of bis 

or their Office, by the ſpace of ſix Months, to be ac- 
counted from the ſaid firſt day of Auguſt ; and i 
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(35) 
tht ſaid 'Perfon; or Perſons, (ſo having naglected or 
refuſed;) ſhall not within the ſaid tix Months take 
phe ſaid Oaths in firch manner, Court or Place, 
as they ought to bave taten the ſame before the 
faid firſt day off Auguſt; Then He or They ſhall be 
ipſo facto deprived, and is, and are hereby ad- 
judged to be deprived of His ami Their Offices, 
Benefices, Dignities, and Promotions Eccleſiaſti- 
cal. | 

The firft Point here to be obſerved is, That, up- 
on their firſt refuſal, They were Suſpended from 
the Execution of their Office for fix Months, that 
is, from the Exerciſe of their Fund ion, every 
where, where They could with any Right exer- 
ciſe it be fore; and every where equally, where 
their Exerciſe of it would equally affect the Ci- 
vil Government ; The Deſign of the 4d being to 
guard againſt Them, in every Part of the Nation 
equally. From hence therefore, it appears that, 
upon their Final Refuſal, their Deprivation was 
deligned and enacted to be likewiſe à Toral De- 
privation from the Exerciſe of their Office, 
where-ever the Authority of the Supreme Power 
extended it ſelf. For it is abſurd to ſuppoſe that 
the Final Deprivation was not to extend it ſelf as 
far, as the former Suſpenſion, which was but for 
a Term: Both being intended for the fame Pur- 
Pole. Nay, the very Words of the A& declare 
Them to be Deprived from their Offices, as well 
as their Dignities, &c. This then is the Nepri- 
vation here ſpoken of, A Deprivation from that 
Right to Execute their Office, or exerciſe their 
Function, which They once had: And this, ex- 
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tended to All Parts of the Nation equally. To 
ſuppoſe the contrary; vis. that this Deprivation 
reached only to their own Dioceſes, but that They 
might ſtill, by ſome Means, or other, execute their 
Offices, in all Parts of them, in any or All otber 
Dioceſes, except their own; is to ſuppoſe the 
AF made in 7%; and ſo, as to deſtroy its own 
Intent, By Enacting that Theſe Perſons ſhould 
have no Right to attempt to diſturb, or ruine, 
the Nation, in their own Dioce ſos; but might 
diſturb, and endanger it, as much as They plea- 
ſed, in All other Parts of the Nation. f 
I have remark'd this, chiefly with a View to 
that Notion, that this Deprivation by the Supreme 
Power, took not away from the Deprived _ 
their Right to execute the ſeveral Parts of the 
Epiſcopal Office, in any other Parts of the Nation, 
except their own Dioceſes From whence it will 
follow likewiſe, that any Miniſter of a Pariſh was 
deprived, by this Ad, from officiating, only in one 
particular Pariſh ; but that He had ſhill remaining 
in Him, notwithſtanding the Civil Power, the 
Right of Officiating, in all other Pariſhes of the 
Kingdom, where He could procure a Permiſſfon, or 
Connivence, from any Biſhop. This, I confeſs, is 
not the Plea of the Nonjurors themſelves, who 
never permit Themſelves even to make the Suppa- 
fition of Any Right in the Civil Power to deprive a 
Hiſhop from his Office, tho' it be within the Limits 
of his own Dioceſe only: But of Some who pro- 
feſſedly, and, I dare ſay, very ſincerely, oppoſe 
them. But, as this is ſo far from defending the 
particular N-privation by that Act of Parliament 
' | * here 
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here ſpoken of, that it doth, in Truth, 


TR © 
unwarily 
deſtroy the whole Intent of it; and leave the Su- 
preme Power really deſtitute of all Self-Defenſe a- 
gainſt Thoſe, who might by this Allowance effec- 
tually ruine it: I hope, upon theſe Accounts, I 
ſhall not be cenſur'd for endeavouring to defend 
the Deprivation, as it is in Fact, and as it ought to 
be, in my own Judgment, for the anſwering the 
Ends of it, in any tolerable Degree. It is that 
Act of the Supreme Power, which is the Point in 
ueſtion. I find, both from the Words, and 
Gem the ſole Intent of thoſe particular Clauſes in 
it relating to this Matter, that the Suſpenſion, 
and Deprivation, were from the Execution of the 
Office, in All parts of the Nation equally. I 
think nothing leſs than this, would have been of 
any Importance to the Nations Security : And 
therefore, it is this, which 1 am concerned to 
juſtify, in the beſt manner I can. 

But here, as I paſs, I can't forbear to take 
notice of what appears to be the Prejudice, which 
gives the firſt wrong Impreſſion, and firſt leads 
Men's Thoughts out of the Way, upon this 
Subject: And that is, the Notion of Something 
in this Matter which the Supreme Power cannot 
take away, becauſe it neither could, nor did, 
give it. I is enough here to put Thoſe in Mind, 
who, by contining the Deprivation here ſpoken 
of, leave much more to the Deprived Biſhops, 
for the endangering the Srate, than they will 
allow the Ad to take from Them, that the ſame 
way of arguing will - deſtroy even their own 
Deſign, and give back ta the Neprived Biſhops, 
ELLE SS that 
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that little alſo,” which They ſeem willing Thould 
COR ng e in totes 4: | 
They lay, They are deprived of their parti» 
cultr . to their particular Biſhopricks ;, a 
conſequently of their Right to perform their 


Offices in them. But not of their General Right 


to execute the Epiſcapal Office in other Places, 
Becauſe what the Civil Power cannot give, it can- 
not take away. But I would beg that it might 
be conſider d that the Biſbeps Right to exerciſe 
their Spiritual Powers, in their own particular 
Dioceſet, can no more be taken away, if this 
Reaſoning be good, than the Exerciſe of them 
in other parts of the Nation. If this Right be 
entirely Spiritual, and conferr'd ſolely by God; 
it muſt be allowed to be equally ſo, both with 
relation to a particular Dzoceſe, and to the other 
Parts of the Nation. For I ſuppoſe No One 
maintains this Right to. execute their Office, 
to be a Compoſition, made up of Two Parts; 
the One Spiritual, conferr'd upon Them by 
a Spiritual Authority for all other Parts of the 
Nation; and the Other, of a Civil Nature, con- 
ferr'd by the Civil Authority, for their own 
Divceſes, Conſequently, If They may lawfully 
be deprived of this Right, in their own Dioceſes; 
they may as lawfully be deprived of it, in Others. 
And again, If They. cannot lawfully be de- 
prived of it in All others, becauſe this Right is 
of a Spiritual Nature, and not cariferr'd by the 
Civil Power; then, not in their own ; which 
yet is contended for. For the Argument, being 
drawn from the Nature of the Right, and the 

| Inability 
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(39) 
Inability, of the Civil Power to take away, - what 
it did rot give, holds as ſtrongly againſt the 
taking it away in one place, as in another. 
They therefore, cannot but allow of a Total Depri- 
uation, as to the Right of Executing the Office, 
yho maintain the Rightfulneſs of that Partial 
privation. which They allow to extend juſtly 
throughout a particular Diſtrict, or Dieceſe. This 
appears more plainly, in the Cafe of Parochial 
Minifters. For how unreaſonable; and, in truth, 
bow inſignificant, is it to ſay, that the Civil 
Power may indeed deprive, a Man from the 
Right of Executing his Office in his own, Ons 
Pariſh ; but hath no Authority to deprive Him 
of it, any where elſe ; but , notwithſtanding 
any thing the Civil Power can do, He may 
do what Miſchief He can, in the Execution of 
his Office, in all other Pariſbes, but his own. 
The ſame holds exactly in the Caſe of more, 
or leſs, extended Deprivations of Biſhops, - 
I this, therefore, be the Argument, that the Civil 
ut hority cannot take away Spiritual Powers, which 
it never gave; or make any Perſon totally ceafe 
to be a Biſhop , there are Two Ways, I think, of 
ſatisfying thoſe Worthy Perſons, who argue in this 
manner. For, firſt, if They would attend to it, 
They would find that the Deprivatian of Grea- 
ter Extent is no more the taking away of Spi- 
ritual Powers, than the other; and that the De- 
privation from a Right to execute the Epiſcopal 
Office, in Al Dioceſes, and Parts of the Britiſh Do- 
minions, makes the Man no more totally ceaſe to 


be a Chriſlian Biſbop, than the fame fort of De- 


privation 


- 


(46 


privation confined to his own former Dioceſe ; 


no more totally takes away the Epiſcopal Cha- 
#aFer than the Other. This will appear more 
clearly, if we put the Caſe of one of theſe Bi- 


ſhops, Don, as is here ſaid, from his Office, 
is own particular Dioceſe ; and ſtill 


only in 


living within the Bounds of that Dioceſe : which 


Other, doth the Lay-power concern it-ſelf at all 


was indeed the Caſe of Biſhop Frampton. For, 
If He ſtill remains a Cbriſtian Biſhop, in that 
Dif-i# , within the Bounds of which He is 
rightfully debarr'd from his Office; then, the 
Deprivation from the Execution of his Office 
within thoſe Bounds, doth not make him ceaſe 
to be a Chriſtian Biſhop, even within Thoſe 
Bounds. Conſequently, neither will a more 
extended Deprivation, make Him ceaſe to be a 
Chriſtian Biſbop, though it deprive Him of the 
Right of executing his Office all over the Na- 
tion: becauſe a Deprivation, extended through- 
out a whole Country, can have no other Effeck, 
or Conſequence, in the whole, than a Depriva- 
tion, confined to * one Part of it, can have, 
in that one Part. This may help to ſhew, that 
there is no Real Difference, as to this Point, in 
ens of a larger, and of a ſmaller Extent. 

ut in truth, neither in the One, nor the 


with the Powers, or Capacities, within: but 
only takes care that They ſhall not be ex- 
erted to the Hazard of the Publick committed 


to its Care. And if it be lawfid for the Safety 


of the Publick, to deprive, or binder, from the 
Execution of Spiritual Offices, within a particular 
Dioceſe 


— Jas 5 had ima. "OY OY 
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(4) 
Hibreſe, ot à particular Pariſh; as is liete al- 
lowed : it cannot but be equally /a#fi], to de- 

rive from the Execution of the ſame Offices, 
in All Dioceſes, and All Parts of the Kingdom, 
if the ſame Safety of the Whole equally fequire 
its And that it doth equally require it, 1s as 
evident as poſſible, both from the Natute of the 
Thing; and froth the Practice and Principles of 
our Nonjurors. 

But again, Seconaliy, Suppoſing that either in the 
One, or Other, or Both of theſe Deprivations, Total 
and Partial, it ſhould be implied, that theCruvil Power 
takes away, what it rievet gave; it is worth while tg 
remark, that this is no manner of Argument a2. 
the Rightfulneſs of the' Thing - as appears plain 
in the Caſe of Property and of Life itfelf; It 
is evident that, in the nature of the thing, ha 
vate Property is before the Inſtitution of a Ber- 
tled Government + becauſe the great End of that 
Inſtitution is the preſervation of that Property. 
It is not Given, but ſecured, by the Civil Powers 
But the Civil Power can by fotce, and by right, 
ake away the Part, or the Whole, of the Pro- 
perty of particular Members, when that becomes 
abſolutely neceſſary for the Safety of the whole, 
\nd ſo, cal take away, what it never gave. 

he ſame may be ſaid exactly as to Life itſelf ; 
which the Civil Power rightfully takes away, (tho 
t nevet gave it,) for the Good of the whole. From 
1ience it follows, that Tho? the Right to exerciſe 

Wn Eccleſtaſtical Office be not ſuppoſed to come, 
n the leaſt degree, from the Civil Power ; yet it 
ay be taken away by the Supreme Civil Power, 

_— juſt 
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or hinder, (for we do not diſpute about the 
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the Supreme Power hath. to All Things neceſſary 


(42) 
juſt as Life, and Property; and upon the ſme 
Account, viz. if the continuance of it be in- 
this, not by any Spiritual Power, but by a Right 
inherent in it, and inſeparable from it, to guard 
the Society from being undone by Ecele/iaftical 
Officers, as well as by Tap. men. 1 1 72 
But if, notwithſtanding All this, Any Perſons 
will contend that the Supreme Power, even ſup- 
poſing it to be 'Righrful, cannot deprive, debar, 


' oo A rm). EMS = oo e 


Morde, but the Thing, ) its profeſs'd Enemies from I. 
Executing their Spiritual Offices, in ſuch Senſe, © 
but that there will ſtill remain, in the Biſhops, “ 
and Clergy, ſo deprived, a Right, properly ſo called, 

to execute their Offices, as They ſhall judge fit; tu 
I ſhall only add, that They who think thus, will th 
find it very hard to prove that They themſelves} ©” 
have any Right, either to blame the . Nenjurors 
for doing what, according to Themſelves, They 
have a' Right to do; or, to join with 4 
who have been ſet up in eppoſition to Tbeir Hi. 
ſhops and Clergy, whom They thus acknowledge te 
have had a Right to execute their ſeveral Offices, 
even to the manifeſt hazard of the Publick; and 
a Right not to be controll'd by that Right which 


for its own Defenſe; and Preſervation. 

You will by this time ſee-plainly, from- what 
hath been ſaid, that the General Scheme of out 
preſent Nonjurors, is a New-invented, Engine of 
courting. Some amongſt Us to their own! Ruine; 
never thought of, nor believed, at tlle time oi 
6 1h 8 their 


( 43 ) 
their Deprivation, by thoſe very Biſhops, in 
whoſe Cauſe it is ſo much pleaded ; and, if we 
may jadge by what They had ſolemnly declared, 
probably abhorred by Them, All the Argument 
which They could make uſe of, in this Caſe was 
The want of Authority in the Civil Power then 
in poſſeſſion: But not, the want of Authority in 
the Civil Power, ſuppoſing it to be the Right ful 
Power. And, as to that Matter, I think, 1 have 
ſhewn you . that the Supreme Civil Power then 
in poſſeſſion, had as plain, and evident a Right, 
as the Eternal Law of God can give to any Go- 
vernment, BILY | | . 

You ſee likewiſe that the Controverſy is now 
turn'd to that General Principle, which denies 
this Right, as much to the moſt Rightful Ci- 
vil Poder, as to the moſt Unrightfil. | 

Having therefore now, as I paſted, remark'd what 
was our declared Conſtitution, ever ſince the Refor- 
mation; and known and acknowledg'd ſo to be, 
by Thoſe very deprived Biſhops, who are greatly 
injur'd by this New Defenſe of their Followers; 
and having ſhewn you, from the very Words of 
the A# of Parliament, the Nature and Extent 
of the Deprivation Enacted by it; I am now 
much more willing, 


hat. II. To ſpeak of it, with a general View to Al! 
Civil Power ; becauſe this will moſt effectually 
anſwer All the Pretenſes of our Adverſaries ; and 
o ſhew you, if I can, where the Truth, and 
where the Fallacy lies, in this Part of the Debate - 
B which 
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( 44 ) 
whi ch now gives us leave to fuppoſe the Civ# 
Potver to have all the Right poſſible, = | 
What I have to ſay will reft upon this uncon- 
teſted Principle t that every Civil Government, bath a 
Right to every Thing neceſſary for its own Defenſe, 
ply Preſervation. The Geſpel hath not made the 
Jeaſt Aſterat ion, either in the Pretenſions, or Rights, 
of (Civil Governments. From whence there fore, will 
follow another Main Point, That no Powers given 
by the Goſpel to any of its Miniflers, can include a- 
ny Thing in them, inconſiſtent with the Safety and 
| Preſervation of tbe Civil Government. ele are 
fo certain Maxime, and fo allowed by All; that, 
whatever Powers, or Privileges, are claim'd by any 
Ecclefiaſtical Perſons, contrary to theſe, let them 
be what they will, muſt be Gropndlefs, and found- 
ed upon certain Miſtakes and Miſrepreſentations 
of Scripture, The Arguments therefore, which, I 
am well aſſured, will never fail you, in this Con- 
troverſy, are Theſe, which follow. And, howe- 
yer our Adverſarigs may diſturb, or confound 
you, with Hard Words, and Long Stories of 
ranſations of Weak Men, in ſeveral Ages, which 
it is eaſy to alledge equally on each fide of every 
ſuch Que lion; and which, therefore, prove no- 
thing: Here You will find a Reſling-place, and! 
ſtrong Retreat, which They cannot ſhake, 
Whatever is neceſlary to the prefervation of 
a Civil Government, or to the hindrance of its De- 
ſtruction, is included in the Notion of it. 
But, to hinder effectually it's profeſs'd Enemies 
from praying to God, for it's Deſtruction; an 
inſtructing their Hearers, in what leads and ob! 


get 
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( 45) 
geth Them to ruine it; this is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary for its Preſervation. 

Therefore, this is included in the very No- 
tion of Cuil Government. 

That this was the Caſe in our Nation, is 
plain; and that it may be the Caſe in other Na- 
tions, is as plain: And therefore, the Argument 
holds good againſt the General Doctrine of our 
Adverſaries. To proceed, 

Whatever is neceſſary to hinder the profeſs'd Ene- 
mies of a Civil Government from acting ſuch a Part to 
its ruine, is within the reach of the Civil Power. 

But the 9 here ſpoken of, is nothing 
but another Word for it; nothing but the very 
leaſt of what was neceſſary to the hindrance of 
that Evil. | 
Therefore, That Deprivarion is included in the 
Right, which is lodged in Civil Government, for 
it's own neceſſary Defenſe, and Preſervation. 

The Abſurdity of the contrary Method, will 
appear, by ſuppoſing that the ſupreme Czvil Power 
had permitted it's open Enemies, who ſet up ano- 
ther Civil Power, in oppoſition to it, to enjoy their 
Bi(bopricks, and the Rights of Them; and Them 
and their Clergy, to be every Day, in their Publick 
Congregations, (as their Conſciences would oblige 
them,) Praying and Preaching fer another Ang, 
and againſt the preſent, with all their Zea] and 
Might. That Civil Government which had ſuf- 
fer'd this, had ſuffer'd it's own immediate Ruine; 
and betray'd it's own Rights. Again, 

Every degree of Treaſon is equally within the 
Authority of the Supreme Civil Power, effectually 
| — 
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6469 
ro prevent. And conſequently, to prevent the 
Publick Avowal of it's own Ruine, and Deſtructi- 
on: which is certainly, in the Nature of the thing, 
Treaſon. This muſt be granted, upon the Suppoſiti- 
on of Treaſon; and therefore deſtroys the General 


Principle of the Nonjurors: as Iſhall ſhew preſently. 


But in applying it particularly, I confeſs, I do 
not apprehend what a late Author, on that Side, 
means, by ſaying, that the Worſt of their Enemies, 


do not charge them with the ſame Treaſon, or the 


{ame fort of Treaſon, which He owns Abiathar to 
have been guilty of, againſt Solomon: which plain- 
ly conſiſted only in his having been in the Intereſt 
of a Competitor for the Crown. Caſe of Schiſm, 
p- 19. If He means by the Worſt of their Ene- 
mies, Thoſe who barely ſubmit to the preſent Go- 
vernment, without thinking it to have any Right 
on its Side; I believe it may be true, that They 
are cautious of charging that Crime upon a Party 
of Men, whom They hardly think ſo much as 
miſtaken. 
Thoſe the Worſt of their Enemies, who differ moſt 
from Them; and who truly think the preſent E, 
tabliſbmens veſted with All the Right that God and 


Man can give: I muſt aſſure Him, that We are 
_ obliged, by our Principles, to think Their Prayers 


and Preaching, to be Treaſon ;, as they imply in 
them, according to Dr Hicks himſelf, not only 
an Oppaſition to our Government, but a Solemn 
Curling of it; and That a Civil Government, in it's 
Care of it's own Preſervation, can make no Diffe- 
rence between That, and Other Treaſon. 
The Civil Power hath -a Right to hinder, by 
| Force, 


But as I rather think, He would call 
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Forte, All Treaſon; 'and-Sedition.+ Praying, aud 


Preaching publickly againſt the State; Teaching 


and preſſing Rebellion againſt this State ; Not allow- 
ing Any ſo much as to communicate, in the pub- 


lic Offices of Religion, who are not reſolved 


Enemies to this State; Declaring God's Wrath 


againſt All who ſupport it: What are Theſe, but 
Treaſon, made ten times hotter by Religion? And 


what is Treaſon, if theſe are not Branches of 


it? Now, This is the Avowed Reſult of the 
Nonjurors Adhering to the Popiſh Line. To hin- 
der this, was abſolutely neceſſary for the ſafety 
of the State. The leaſt thing, neceſſary for this 
hindrance, was Deprivation: Which is, in Truth, 
Nothing but the hindring, and forbidding that,with- 
out the hindring of which, This muſt have been 
the Public, and Open Procedure of it's Enemtes ; 
andthe hindring. it,without proceeding to the Ex- 


tremities of perſonal Impriſonment, or Baniſoment. 


In this, the Lay po e r takes nothing to it ſelf, as 
a Spiritual Officer in the Church; but ſolely, as en- 
dowed with a Power, and Right, to preſerve it ſelf. 
They muſt be very weak, who are blinded in this 
Argument by the Word Deprivation, which happens 
to be an Ecleſiaſtical Term of Art. The Deprivation 
We are now ſpeaking, of, is nothing but hindtring 
Treaſon by Force. And that can belong to no Power, 
but the Civil Power. The only Anſwer here can be, 
that this can belong to none but a Riff Civil 
Power, That J maintain the preſent Eſtabliſhment 
to be. But here, this Anſwer is of no Importance, 
becauſe it muſt. be remember'd that We are row 
ſpeaking of that General Principle, which. denies 

| thi- 
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ful Civil Power, therefore, makes a Law, that All 


Power, and oppoling this,) ih 


C7 


this Rigbt equally to the moſt Righrful, and the 


moſt Unrightful Civil Power. To proceed, 
Whatever Power hath a Right to do a greater 
Thing, which includes in it a /efs, hath a Right 
to do the leſs, included in it. The Civil Power 
hath a Right to do a greater Thing, which in- 
cludes Deprivation. And therefore, hath a Right 
to do the leſs. A Rightful Cwil Power hath. a 
Right, for the Defence of the Publik, to In. 


conſequently, to hinder Him from the 4 
Exerciſe of his Office, if that will ſufficiently 
conſult the Safety of the Whole. 
This, tho' very evident, wants a little Ex- 
plication : becauſe our Adverſaries grant the One, 
and deny the Other. Biſhops, ſay They, may be 
impri ſon d, baniſh'd, fined, put to Death, for the 
fame Reaſons of State, for which the Laity may: 
but they may not be deprived. Now, all this is, 
in truth, nothing but playing with Words. For 
what is this Deprivation, to which the Civil 
Power pretends a Right, but, in truth, and in 
reality, as much a Civil Puniſhment, upon a Ci- 
vil Account, as any of the Others ? Remember 
that the Stppoſition here, is allow'd by Them- 
ſelves, of a Rightful Civil Power. This Right- 


Ecclefiaftical Perſons, refuſing to give Security 
of their Allegiance, (which is known to ariſe 
only from the Obligation they think them- 
ſelves under, of zelouſly adhering to a contrary 
not exerciſe 

their 


"thefr "Ecdtefiafticat” Offices, to t 
Civil Power. Io fay, that the Ciuil Power may 
br on, or. may ' baniſh, thew, or the like; but 
may nof do this 3 
may not chuſe au 
Extreme ; It is to ſaʒ 
priſon. 
may baniſh. ah E- * the whole. 
dom, hut not out of a gatt of it. For what in- 
deed, and in g ft, is this particular Deprivarip 
of an Feclefraſtic, ut a partial Impriſoument, as at 


mc. 
s. to the Rvine of this 


"Jo thi is cg iy, that, the Chuil Bower 
Duden 5 ut the moſt 
1 DHC Power may in. 
wt Eqclefiaftic Fotally , but 1 artially; 
 baniſþ. an Eccleſaſtic out of the whole King 


= 
. 


* 


is au hindrance from the Au Exerciſe of his Fun- 


ction, as uſual > What is it, but a partial Ban- 


iſoment from hs Former Station in the Publick 


Aſſemblies? The calling this a Deprivation, a 
thauland tunes over, alters not the Caſe at all. 


All. the World knows, that the ſort of it, Weare 


now ſpeaking of, woes no other than this; a 


Law. of the Su ene Civil Power, acting upon 


a Cuil Bottom, for the preſervation of the Whole ; 


and of Defenſe againſt Fcclafiaſtical Perſons, as 


well as others; and chuſing this Method, rather 
than the Extremity of other Methode : Well know « 


ing, that a Right to the Greater, includes in it a 
Right to the 4 
the more beloved Language,) the Dethroni gat ian 


of Spiritual Princes, help the matter at all. The 


* 


buſineſs of the Supreme Civil Power (ſuppoſed 


here to be ; Rightful,) is effectually to guard 
what is committed to its Care. If the Conſe- 


Nee of that, de, the Dethroning of Spiritual 
Frinces, who threaten its ruine; this is no 


H more 


. Nor will the calling it, (in 
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a Deprivation in the World. 
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more againſt that 1 807, e de, Det of 
Coordi nate Sores Princes, whe . be 
comes neceſſary to the ſame. En 7 is i 
deed, no more than the Pings ee Uh 


-jeds, (for ſuch Spiritual Prince, Fo a 


be,) from ruining hei Civil Governours 1. 17 is 
all that the (Civil Power hath done. Ago, whatever 
' follows froth that by Conſe uence, 1175 Civil Power 
_ cannot help; nor is it at 2h copcern'd about. 
Let us now conſider Two. Inſfancet, which may 
ſerve to help Us note eafily to conceive this 
Matter, "The One is that of Solomon; the Other 
that of St. Job» Chryſoftom, Srequently # mention. 


1. Solomon, in defenſe of his own Feb 


State in which He was King, deprived Ab athar : z 


* thruſt Him ont by Force, froth being Pree unto 
the Lord: which He was, befote this. Tf this were 
not a Deprivation from a Right to Bxerciſe an Es- 
 cleftaſtical Office,” there never ' 0 an Inſtance of 
yo will believe 


our Adverfaries chenilefert ft nigh 18 have 
imprifon 'd Himzor bamfh Him out 


or even exceed Eich. But he choſe this, as 3 1215 


- ſer Puniſhment; and gives His Rea ſon for not g9- 


ing to . with Him. I., 
Solomon, therefore ought He had 


TE 26. 


: this, included in/his Ricks to the ot erz "Io a 5 


ſer, in a greater. From hene#'the Arg nene 1s 
plain. If a'Righrful Civil Power hath a Risbt to 
'7mpriſon, of! to execute, for the Safety of the Pub- 
lic; much more, hathi it 2 Right to what is leſs: 
"that * the e ehroſting u, ore © bindring by Foo 4 


7 
= hes 


* 
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ee 5 
ny Eceleſtica Officer from the AFual Exereiſe 
ot his Office: | I'ſhalliconfider, and explain, this 
- I Proceeding of Solomon, more fully, in the fol- 
> I lowing Pages. I mention it now, as it juſtifies' 
me in the preſent Argument, that a Right to ex- 
r i ecute; or impriſon, or baniſb, implies in it a Rigbt 
to remove un Eceleſtaſtic from Plate of too great 
; Power and Truſt, to be left in the Hands of a Tray- 
Y Bl tor - which one of the Nonj urort allows to have 
been the Caſe of Abiathar ; and overthrows his 
Whole Deſign by it. 
2. The Iniſtance of St. John Chryſoſtom, They 
often in vain mention; and in contradiction to 
Themſelves; and their on Principles. He was 
baniſhed >» And baniſhed, for ſpeaking againſt the 
Empreſs. And they argue, in general, for the 
Advantage of their own Cauſe; becauſe his Suc- 
cefſor was an Uſurper, not to be adhered to. But 
granting this, what is this to their Cauſe? - Let 
us ſuppoſe Him to have been a profeſs'd Ene- 
my to the State, meeting with his People con- 
ſtantly to pray, and preach, with the utmoſt Zeal, 
againſt the Rightful Emperor ; and, in conſe- 
quence of his Notions, ſetting up Another, and 
denying Communion to All who world not join 
with Him againſt the Emperor. Let them put this 
Caſe; and They anſwer Themſelves, that the Em- 
perour had a Rigbs, nay, might be obliged in 
Duty, to Baniſb Him, in defenſe of the Publick : 
In which; his Deprivation would have been ſo 
neceſſarily implied, that his See muſt have been 
Vacant ; and Another might haye been rig hi fully 
put into it, according to their own Notions; if 
| io H 2 done 


(C20 

done according to the Lacal Conſtitutions vf.thet: 
Church, Had he been baniſdd for Treaſos, by a 
Rightful Civil Power ; then his Cafe had been 
ſomething to this Caufe ; hut entirely againſt their 
main Principle, even by their on confeſſion. 
But as it is, it is nothing at all to the purpoſe ; 
unleſs it be ta prove that, by their way of argu- 
ing from it, the Civil Pour can no more bans, 
than depriue, contrary to their own Allowance, 
To ell; . 30 os.) d ate 
Whatever belonged to Civil Goverriment, ill 
belongs to it by the Wilt of God ; and is:nottouch- 
ed by any Rule of Pta®ice, or Order df Miniſters, 
inſtituted by Chriſt ; Only, the General Qbligati+ 
on of Obedience declared to lie upon Every Soul; 
and this Declaratio# made for the Sake of | Weak 
. Chriſtians, who miſunderſtood; and miſrepreſent- 
ed. the Liberty of theGoſpel. Now again, a particular 
Set of Chriſtians; and; (what is the great Wonder) 
a Set of Chriſtians, who, uponOther Occaſions, mag- 
nify the Office of the Civil Magiſtrate to an Abſo- 
late Oncantrollable Heighth, againſt their Adver- 
aries, taking away with one hand, what they ſo 
liberally beſto with the Other ; plead an Exemp- 
tion for Themſelves: and plainly prove that They 
mean theit Doctrines of Subixiſſion, for Others, and 
not for Themſelves. For it is, in Truth, in Effect, 
and in Conſequence, an Exemption from Civil 
Government, if They can, under the pretenſe of 
Spiritual Privileges, and Eceleſtaſiical Offices, 


bring the World to think that the Civil Govern- 
went hath no Right to hinder Theme, (tho it may 
HH een 32: -* - hindes 
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hinder the Lait) from deſtioyiig it. For it 38 
indeed; to fay , in other Words. 
We are often told that Rings, Princes,” and 
Stater, by becomitig Cbriſti ar, get nothing, but 
the Great Privilege of being SabjeFs, not only 
to c briſi; and his Goſpel; (which, I muſt ſay, are 
Words ſeldom ment ion d by our Adwerſaries, with 
aui ſuch Concern as ſome others are ;) but to Be- 
cleſiaſtical Princes: Whom, by calling His Vice-ge- 
rents, They think to veſt with 4 that Ausbority 
which He himſelf claim'd ; nay, I will venture 
to ſuy, in ſome Inſtances, with more Mere Au- 
thvrity than He Hiarſelf ever claim d. I will not 
here diſpute this Point with Them; nor enter in- 
to that Heap of  Abſurdities, and (in my Judg- 
ment,) Blaſphemies, which are implyed in this 
Enormout Claim. I will only plead, in favour of 
Kines, Princes, and States, that they may loſe 
nothing by being Chriſtians: And ſhall think it 
enough, in the preſent Argument, toargue, from 
their own bountiful Conceſſzo#, that Eceleſtaſtical 
Princes, or Biſhops, have no'Right to depoſe Prin- 
ces, or ruine State... SI 30. 
And my firſt Argument here, is this. What- 
foever a Heathen had a Right todo, in his own 
defenſe, That, the ſame King, becoming Chrift- 
ian, hath a Rigbt to do. But ſuppoſing, for 


iuſtance, Ons of the firſt Chriſtian Biſhops, behay- 


ing himſelf ſo, in all his Spritzal Offices, as to 
make and confirm the Temporal Subjects of the 
Eerperonr, his ſettled worn Enemies, upon Prin- 
ciple; and in an lutereſt directly oppoſite to His; 
This Emperayy would have a Right to 1 5 

FE Him- 


{ 52) 
Himſelf; and hunde of-thisgias our Auer 
farizs own, .tot6wlifhyior in; for ever,or'es! 
ven execute. this Hip; in luchich is implied} as 
have juſt now; ſhew d. his Deprevation; and the 
Vacancy: of his Se. The ſame! Euperar there 
tote, laſing no (ail Right, by becoming Chriſti: 
en; hath a ia Rinks. 1 lame Self-defenſe.;. of 
wllich the other: is only the Unavoidable Conſe- 
M 114 unille sed ond : it a nd 
Again, Whatever, Solomon, or any other Few- 

ib Ning, had a Right to the ſame remains to 
that Prince,” ſuppbling him to become Chriſtian: 
But Svlomun had a Night, as he. plainly ſaith of 
Himſelf; to have put 4547527 to death, as a State- 
_ Enemy ; and, inbluded in that, 2 Right to thruſt 
Hum from his Eccleſeaſtical Office, by Force. The 
fame Right therefore remains to Salomon, ſup- 
paſed a Chriſtian, which was in Him, as a Civil 
Gauernour, whilſt a Jew. The ſame is to be 
ſaid of all Supreme Civil Powers. - 

From the Conceſſiam of our Adverſaries, that 
Biliopc have no Right, to depoſe, or ruine, Kings, 
or States, (ſuppoſed here to be Right ful. ) the Ar- 
gument necefſatily ſtands thus. If Eccleſiaftical 
Princes have no Right to tuine the Supreme Civil 
Homer z then the Supreme Ciauil Power hath a 
Right tg defend it ſelf - againſt: them, by Force; 
whenever that Ruiz, or that Depoſition, (for they 
are only different Words for the ſame thing,) is 
threaten d, and profeſs d: And conſequently, a 
Right to every thing neceſſary for that Self. 
fenſd. The Civil Pomer therefore, may rightful- 


WY Hager by, Farke, their Actual Exerciſe of ther 


Offrc« dee 
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Office io polka N 0 is exerciſed ſo, a8 

to teach, and inculcate upon their Fo ollowers, a 
as to ay to Gd earneſtiy. far, Fg, Ruixe o ot 

et wil Power, and the dle n of Fs. ner 
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80 This hindring by For „is the eprivati- 
dw Ipoken Gt - and. is Conf ſequence, c 
chat 28 72 ecauſe i nl vident 5 0 


TA a Civil Power not to "Koa this , Right 
follows, that Biſbops have.a Neeb, not to be con- 
tro] bd, 29 to ruine States and Kiyed OS, by. 5 
Conduct in their Offices; that is, to depoſe Nis 105 
in reality: Which is contraty to the thing! grant- 
op N70 Fun itover Pl thouſand. times; Ian certaj 
ill find the one or the other true; Ae 
You ffer your ſelves to be miſſed by the ſoun 
f Wards. 9! Kines and States, have a Ri 
92 Biſnops, in Caſes now mentioned Or, 
Biſhops have a Right to depoſe Kings, and HVer- 
turn; zatts.. But this is Ac, at preſent 
Jeaſt, 150 our Ne ru themſelves bertel Cl 
former, muſt be true. pom 
TD proceed, A God 2 ap proves'gp every this 
neceffary to Civil ee it is neceſfariy i 
| plied in that, that He approves of no Eee bY 
Privilege. in any Perſons uon Earth, whith 
are in ſuch Setife Iudependenr upon it, as to. he In- 
con ſitent with it. And therefore, when any of 51 
Adverſaries aſſault you with H: oÞ Encbm lune of Ec 


cleftaſtical Offeces ;, z and extol 18 the Skies; chere 


ers and Priveleges of Clergy men; debafin in ever, 
Thing below them: Affere them, That Ot Are 


really to pay alt due Reſpect to them. in the Ex. 


ecytion. of the Good N oh, and Holy Office, 2 hey 
| 18:30 \J 434 CH&0 have 
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have Wes % Bat remember at the 
Whatever Nett 1055 Privileges, [4 they of 
never ſo high a Nature,) ks, 8 me 
muſt come from Gad, and Chi} iſt." But God 
wink e e ne any og or Privile- 
in: uch f 


72 with OP ” becauſe They 
cannot encourage 4 thing Biconfi ſtent, Wit 
what They app 70e FA every Country af the 
Home (2 775 

Therefore, No Ko 55 Powehr, or r Privileges, can 
belong wt any Body of Men, as imply in them 
that che 5 * 1 Sir Power hath not a. Rip 
to every t] ing We to prevent it's ou de- 
ſtruction. 

* "There can, conle qaently, nothing be im mplied in 
the Powers. or Privileges of (Arg y nen, i to hinder 
the Supreme Civil, Bower from Jeprivin; 
if that Deprivation be neceffary and be Tien far 
the Defenſe, and Safety of the Whole: A Right 
in any Civil Power, being an Inſignificant Abſur- 
dity, without including. in it a Right to.defend 
that Right from all it's Enemies. And again, 
"+ It he Goſpel hath eſtabliſhed -an Indeperdency 
of it's Miniſters upon the Civil Power, in, ſuch 
ſenſe, as that the Gil Power hath not a, Right 
effectually to hinder their Preaching, and Praying, 
and forming Societies, forit*sdeſtru ion; then, the 
Goſpel hath left Ciuil Government, under ſubje&i ion, 
and entirely at the mercy of it's Miniſters. But ĩt 
is certain, that it is ſo far from That, that the 
Goſpel hath left Civil Government as it found it ; 
and 


which is all one, can imply in them, tha 


„ 69.9. 
and 1 on the continity, put - it's 's Minierh; 
and Preachers, as far as the Ends of Civil Govern- 
ment reach, ei ually under it's Aurhority, with all 
Others. Eccleſiaſtical Officers, - ate no more ex- 
cepted, than Any Others. If they were, there 
would be an End of the Civil Power, Whenever 
They pleaſed. to ſet Themſelves and their Con: 
gregations, both in their -Publick Prayers; atid 
Do&rines,' againſt it. As certainly therefore, as 
the Goſpel is a Friend to Civil Government ; ſo ber⸗ 
tainly, the Miniſters of it can have no Potts or or 
Privileges, which can c 5 any Exemption, i 
Caſes which directly a the Cuil Poor or or, 
the. | 
Civil Power. ſhall not defend and preſerve. ir ſelf 
from being deſtroyed by Them. 

If it be 6blecked, — the Civil Pour, DIY 
ing to this way of arguing, may proceed to hinder 
ng oh ers from preaching the Goſpel; and the 
like; ache the {ame Pretenſe: The Anſwer is 
plain, thar it is no Argument againſt 4 Rig t in 
any Perſon, or Society, becauſe They may miſtake; 
and think. it implies in it more than it doth. 
They who make this Obje&ion, being in this in- 
conſiſtent, with: Themſelves, as in many othet 
things, allow to the Civil Poser, the Authority 
of baniſhing, impriſoning, Kc. Bur ſtill, with 
reſpe& to the Power of Depriving Biſhops, We 
find it 28K d, (by the Perſon who wrote with 
Dr Hicks" s Dire&ions, and under his Eye,) Collect. 
of Papers, p. 305 · Doth not this Doctrite allow 
a Nero, or 4 Julian, utterly to deſtroy the Church, 
and thereby to fruſtrate our Saviour's Promiſe, that 
I 1 


(383 


it (bould continue ro the End of the World ? I ati-, 


ſwer, No more than, Solomon's Right to deprive 
Abiathar, allowed the Jewiſh Kings to deſtroy the 
whole Priefthood, and the whole Moſaical Reli- 
gion. If this was no Argument againſt Solomon's 
Right; no more can it be an Argument againſt the 
ſame Right in Others. Ianſwer again, Not ſo much, 
as the Power of baniſbing, and impriſoning, and ex- 
8 is allowed of, in general. But 1 
hopes” . _ 
ply in it, the Allowing a Nero, or a Julian, to 
perſeeute, to baniſn, to execute, untighteouſſy, 


or. unjuſtly. If it doth; I am ſure, that is a 


£ 


quicker Way to the deſtruction of the Church, 
than the other. And if it doth not; then there is 
an Endof this falſe Argument. One would indeed, 
bluſh for Men, who talk of Argument, to read 
ſuch. a Queſtion as this: And for Men, who pro- 
feſs ſo great a Concern for Chriſt's Promiſe to his 
Church, above their Neighbours, to find them it 


as mean an Opinion of His Power, or Veracity 


do, can hinder Cbriſt hiuſſelf from 


Promi ſe. 111 45 


But there is another thing, which They would 
do well to conſider; that this fame Chjection 
would be hard againſt Eccleſiaſtical Power it 
ſelf; which They, who make it, would wik © 
ine preſetrve untouch'd. It hath proved true 

at,” that the Eccleſiaſtical Power; under 


in 


pretenſe of having Authority in matters of Reli. 
gion, hath abſolutely, vir many Countries, extin- © 
TIS eee ee ee 


Nonjurorꝶ allowing this, doth not im- 


Ax 
Or" T Ry Ps ogy ON 
as the greateſt Driſt himſelf could be; and imagi- 
ning that any thing that a Nero, ora Julian, catt 
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guiſh'd the very Light of the. Goſpel, and put in 
it's place, nothing. but what is calculated to ſup- 
port it's own E orbitant Pretenſioms., Will theſe 
Nene allo that this is a Good Argument 4- 
Mal all Eccleſiaſtical, Authority ; heczuſe it hath 

een abuſed againſt the Good of Chriſf's, Church? 
When Others therefore, contend that the Civil 
Power muſt-;have .a,, Right to every thing truly 
neceſlary, for it's own Safety:  Ought it not to 
be as much allowed by. Themſelves, that Miſtakes, 
and Wickedneſs, are not at all juſtifiel by: This; 
but indeed, condemn'd, by Implication and Con- 

That which ſeems to me to have caſt a Cloud 
over ſo many Underſtindings, in this Controverſy, 
15, the Imigination that this is to intermix the Ci- 
vil Power, in matters not of a Cuil Nature; and 
to make it interfere with Orber Powers, of a quite 
different ſort. . It will therefore, not be improper 
to ſhew You, how the Caſe ſtands between Them; 
and that the very contrary to this, is true: Stil 
remembring the Suppoſition, allowed in this De- 
bate, of a Rightful Civil Power, 

Whatever affects the Civil Pommer; let it be, in 
it's firſt origin, never ſo much of an Eccleſiaſtical 
or Religious Nature; tho' eſteem'd an Article, or 
Duty, of Religion by .{bsſe who embrace it; 
This makes no difference: If it directly and plain- 
ly affects the Civil Power, it becomes à matter of 
a Civil Nature, and, in the Eye of the Civil Power, 
can be looked upon as no other. It is of no im- 
portance, upon what It 18 originally founded ; or 


1 of 
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of what Nature it is, in it's firſt Principle; or, 
whether it be embraced, by any Set of Men, as 

rt of the Goſpel it ſelf, or not. Whatever it be; 
f it directly affects the Civil Power, it becomes, 
I ſay, a matter of a Civil Nature: and is made, of 
peceſity, the Object of the Magiftrate's Care and 


Concern. | 


For Inſtance, It was a matter of a * Na- 
ture, to Thoſe who embraced that wild Notion, 
that the Temporal Kingdom of Feſus Chriſt was to 


be ſet up by their Force. But to the Civil Power, 


threaten'd and attaqu'd by this, it was as much a 
matter of a Civil Nature, as the ſetting up One 
of themſelves in open Rebellion, would have 
been. Thus, in'the'preſent Caſe, Publick Praying, 
and Preaching, is a matter of a Spiritual, and Fe 
cleſiaſtical Nature. But Publick Praying, and 
Preaching, againſt a Civil Government, is, to that 
Government, entirely of a Cipil Nature and can 
be confider'd no otherwiſe by any one. It be- 
comes: Civil Rebellion and is properly the Con- 
cern of. the Civil Power, It may be an Article of 


ſome Men's Religion: And their Confeiences may = 


be fo framed, as to direct them to it; as it was, 
in the Caſe of the Fifth-Monarchy-men, In this 
reſpect, They muſt be left to God, the Great Judge 
of the World. Burt, a3 to the preſent State of 
things, this doth notchange the Cafe. It becomes 
truly of a Coil Nature; and is not at all alter'd 
by being called Praying, and Preaching, by vir- 
tue of any Spirituat or Eccleſiaſtical Authority. 


To interpoſe in it, is to interpoſe in it, as it is 
» * 4 Pass * * Nn 6 5 44 
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a matter of a Givil. Nature, threatning Ruine to 
the Civil Power. And whatever is neceſſary to the 


hindring that Evil, is likewiſe ſo far, of a Civil 


Nature, and the Duty. and Right of the Civil 


Power. 


Again, The Exerciſe of the Epiſcopal Office is 
a matter, primarily, of an Eccleſiaſtical Nature. 
But the Exerciſe of the Epiſcopal Office, to the 
deſtruction of a Rightfu Civil Power, (which is 
here ſuppoſed,) is of a Cuil Nature And the do- 
ng whatever is neceſſary, to the preventing that 
Ruine, can be conſider'd only as a Matter of a 
Civil Nature. Now if it be neceſſary to that 
End, to hinder any One from the Exerciſe of 


that Office; this becomes a matter of a Civil Na- 


ture, becauſe the Civil Power is undone without 
it. And conſequently, It is not interpoſing in 
purely Spiritual Matters, but in Temporal, to 
exert that Right, which is in all Governments 
for their Preſervation. 


How often hath it been ſaid by our Greate/? 
Divines, that, had the Chriſtian Religion con- 
tain'd any thing in it, tending to the Ruine of 
the Heathen Civil Powers then in being; or, 
Had the fr/t Chriſtians ſpent their Time, in their 
publick Aſſemblies, in Praying and Preaching, 
againſt their Perſons, Rights, or Intereſt ; They 
could not haye been blamed for perſecuting and 
extirpating them? This would not have been 
any thing more, than interpoſing in a Matter 
purely of a Civil Nature: as Every thing N 


C 65 J 
et it take it's Beſt Riſe whence it will, Us Neon 
us it directly oppoſes, or threätens, the Coil Pot Er, 
This would not have proceeded from any iebe 
#0 mik the Gil Poier with matters pure 
Spiritual: but from the 1 1 all 
overnments equally, of Se enſe, and Sel 
Preſervation. This alone 1. keen for 50 
preſent proſe: : For there is no one, who 
denies the ſame Right to the Civil Power, in 
the Hands of a Chriſtian, which is granted to 
it, in the Hands of a Heathen; becauſe this 
is attributed to it, only confider'd 2s Civil. 


The Great Cloud, therefore, J fa) which 
hides the Light from ſome Men, 19, 8 Miſtake, 
as if what is here given to the Chriſtian Civil 
Power, ariſeth ſolely from an Imaginary Right 
in that Supreme Civil Power, to mix it ſelf in 
Matters purely Spiritual. | have therefore, here 
ſtated the Caſe, in another manner: and ſhewn 
that this particular Deprivation by the Su- 
preme Civil Power, is a Point of a Civil Na- 
ture; and ariſeth, not from any Mixing of 
Two " Tncoberent Powers , but from the One 
Undoubted and Undeniable Principle, of Self 
defenſe; and from this plain Maxim , that 
the Civil Power could not be the Civil Pow- 
er, without having a Right (properly fo cal- 
ed.) to do cvery ching, neceſſary for it's own 
Preſervation from Ruine, and for the Support of 
it's Civil Authority. 

The contrary Suppoſition will confirm what 
[ 8 For, ſuppoſing the Crvil Power not to 
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(63) | 
have this Right; hen it myſt be;true, that. 
the er of. the, Gepe, (which Expreſſi- 
150 5 chule to- i uſe. of, becauſe, of 
t'S Extent we a Right to be exempt from 
the Civil Lower, in Caſe which af ffect the Ci- 
vil, Power in the 1 85. artaz and which 
We t berker of a Civil. Nature; or, in other 
ber, Ye, a 90 5 to ruine the Civil Pow. 

Ar 1 bat.. muſt be the Conſagpencs 3). and 

4 det up themſelves in it's very; Place, and to 
make, Themſelves. truly, and, effęctually, the- 
Civil, ore. Now. this is a manifeſt Abſur- 
dity ; a plain confounding. of Imo Rights, as 
diſti bl as Heaven and Earth : And only tends 
to make All Civil Poter, follow the Eccles. 
fi ical. This is, at firlt,. Imperium in Tape 


properly , ſpeaking . 3 the ſetting up; of One Au · 
thority, oppoſite and contradictory to Another, 


2 Spiritual Porter, in, oppoſition to the: Cid, 


tate of the Kingdom, is N concern d, 
and plainly threatnet. 


But it doth not laſt long. The Civil Power, pro- 
„ Pperly ſo called. muſt quickly be. ſwallowed up 


f and true in Experience. At Rome, All is 


come, by degrees, to be lodg'd in the Hands 


of One. And in all alter Countries, the 


more 


rig z a Kingdom, within a Ringdom: which is, 
in the ſame, Individual Canſes,z, the ſetting up : 


in thoſe very Points, in which, the Cuil Ef. * 


This Conteſt. between. theſe Two Powers, is an 
Abſurdity , and a Great Evil, whilſt it laſts. 


into the Other. It is natural to expect it, 


1 


6640 
more bündly, and ſtrongl 225 
thority hath been receiv 


the Pope s Au- 
and the more 


Extenſive the Exemption of "Excleſ 1 hath 
in diſtin& 


been; the Civil Power, though ne 


Hands, et hath the more och, y been ren- 


der'd inſignificant ; not t6 he poſſeſsd, not to be 
without a Licenſe from the O- 
ther + Till All other Subjects, as well as Ec- 
have been abſolved from their 41. 
and the Ci 


maintain'd, 


cleſiaſtical, 
legiance, upon ſeveral Occaſions; 
vil Power, (cho never ſo Rightful in it's Title, 
or Good in it's Adminiſtration,) torn to pie- 
ces, at their pleaſute. 
emption be granted; 
cleſiaſtical is not under the Civil Power , in 


Caſes of the aforeſaid Nature: the Civil Pow g 


er muſt be under the Eccleſfaſtical; and live 


and ſubſiſt upon 
time comes of ſwallowing it up. Nor can there 


be any Difference in this Part of Popery, whether 


the Pope live at Rome; or in England. The 
Summ of the matter is this. | 


The Supreme Civil Authority uk of Right 
be endowed with every Power neceſſary to it's 
Defenſe, as a Civil Power. Otherwiſe, it is. 
not the Civil Power. 


But the Bower of doing whatever is neceſſary © 
for preſerving it ſelf from being ruined by 
Eccleſiaſtical Perſons, 
ceflarily implied in this. 


ud alen muſt of Right belong to 8 
An 


For if once this Ex- 
and it be ſſo, that the Ex- 


its Good Pleaſure „till the 


8 well as Others, is ne⸗ 


( 65) 


And this,, without the leaſt interfering with 


Powers of another nature, or with any thing ef- 
ſential to them. For it is not at all neceſſary to 


the Church of Chriſt, that fach or ſuch a particular 
Perſon ſhould have a Right always to exerciſe the 
ſame Office. If it were, no one could ever be 
deprived at all, by the Authority of the Clergy, any 
more than by that of the Laity. But it is abſo- 
lately neceſſary to the Being of the Civil Power, 
that any Eccleſtaſtical Perſon ſhould be deprived of 
his Right to the Exerciſe of his Office, if that 
Exerciſe of his Office be inconſiſtent with the 
Safety of the State: which was the Caſe of Abia- 


thar, in Solomon's Reign. Now this is 2 that 


is included in the Deprivation we are now ſpeak- 


ing of: viz. the Right of hindring an Eccleſcaſti- 
cal Perſon from exerciſing his Function, which He 


cannot exerciſe without the manifeſt Hazard of 
the State. And, if inſtead of Deprivation, (which 
happens to be an Eccleſſaſtical Term of Art.) the 
ſame thing were'expreſs'd in thoſe other Words; 


it could not poſſibly be denied to belong to the 


Care arid Office of the Rightful Civil Power, and 
that only; and that the Ecclefaftical Authority in- 
terpoſing in it, would be to mix it ſelf in a 4ſat- 


ter purely Civil, and of a Secular Concerument. 


And therefore, tho? it may be ſaid, that Depri- 
vations upon other Accounts muſt be performed 
by a Spiritual Authority; yet certainly. it cannot be 
proved, by any Eccleſiaſtical Principles, that this 
ſort of Deprivation muſt be ſo. Becauſe a Matter 


of a Civil Nature muſt belong to the Civil” Power. 


Now, whatever, Deprivations upon ſeveral other 
| 2". Accounts 


7 

* 11791121717 3s uti YN, 
Accounts may bez yet, with. ut do bt, a Depri- 
vation, upon an Account merely Cigil, is a Matter 
of a Civil Nature. And therefore, not only be- 
longs to the Civil Power; but cannot indeed be- 
long to any other; nor depend upon the Con- 
ſent, Ratification, or Confirmation, of any other. 
For if it did, it would be entirely at the Diſpoſal 
of that other, whether. the Civil Power ſhould be 
ſupported or rammed; which is a Suppoſition ab- 
ſutd in it ſelf, and deſtructive of all Human So- 
cicty; and therefore cannot be true. 1 
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Our Adverſaries often ſeem willing to intereſt F 
the Scripture in this Part of the Controverſy. But It 
it happens that, in the New Teſtament, the Goſpel h 
is ſo repreſented, that the Indeperdency of its Ms- A 
#iſters is no more to be found there, than the I- di 
dependency of its Læity upon the Civil Power. Eve- | on 
75 Soul is equally left ſubject; in Matters of Concern | 
to the Ends of Civil Government. And Indepen- 
Aencyin theſe, is as far from the Saund, as from the 
Meaxing, of the Goſel, |, | 
And, in the Old Teftamert,. from which they 
often bring their Parallele, there is ſo plain, and 
ſo unexceptionable an Jaſtance againſt, themſelves, 
in this very Point of Deprivation; that, I think, 
their own Anſwers (hew the Impoſſibility of get- 
ting clear of it. I. Kings 2. 27. Solomon, upon 
an Account merely Czzyl , relating to his own 
al to the Crown, thruſt out Abigthar, ſrom being 
Preeft unto the Lord: And the ſame Solomon put 
Zadork the Prieſt in his room, v. 35. That is, Salo- 
mum deprived One Of the Exerciſe of his Function, 
to wich he had been appointed, according to the 
Inſti- 


(ES 

Inſtitution of God himſelf: * the ſame Solomon 
appointed another to ſucceed him. What can be a 
Bere expreſs Parallel than this, of the Supreme Civil 

ower, epriving one Wee Perſon, and put- 
ting. in Azether, upon the ſole Conſideration of the 
Intereſt of the State But this is evaded; 

1. Abiathar, it is (aid, had not ſo much Right 
to that Poſt,..as Zadoch; and ſo Solomon did no- 
thing but put out Ore, and put in Another who had 
more Right. Now, this admits of a Reply, equal- 
ly diſagreeable and contradictory. to our Adverſa- 
ries Principles, whether Abiathar was Rightful 
High-Prieſs 3 Or not. For, if He had the Right; 
then Solomon diſplaced 2 rightful High- Prieſt. If 
he had not; then it is as plain, that the Peoples 
Acceptance with God, and being bleſſed by God, 
did not ſo much depend upon the regular Succeſſi- 
on, and Riebt, of Perſons exerciſing the Prieſily 
Office, as our. Ad verſaries conſtantly contend, in 
this ſame Controverſy. Beſides, if this were ſo; 
this is an Inſtance of a King, depriving an High 
Prieſt, upon an Account merely e "DIS, 
becauſe he was not the rightful High Prieſt; which 
is a ſtronger. Argument againſt Themſelves, than 
we can ral e. from hence. For, indeed, wherever the 
Right lay ; it plainly appears, that Solomon thruſt 
Him out, not becauſe He had no Right to the Prieſt- 
hood, but merely becauſe he had ſhewn himſelf an 
Enemy to his, Title to the Crown e which makes 
this Inſtance of equal Importance to the preſent 
Argument, whether He, or Zadock, bad the better 
Right. The Ore. was diſplaced, merely as an Ere- 
ide Ai PAL in, dreh a5 Friend. Now 
| 2 the 
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the Queſtion in hand is, not, what the Caſe Was 
between Abial har, and Zadoch: but, what Ground 
Solomon went upon; or, what Power and Authority 
He aſſumed, as a King. And that was plainly 
this, to remove one 25 11 for being in a 
contrary Intereſt; and to place Another in his room, 
whom He could depend upon. 

2. That Abiathar had been guilty of Treaſon, 
One of their late Advocates allows to be a good 
Ground for what he ſuffer d. Now, what was this 
Treaſon, but ſetting up Another Prince, in Oppo- 
ſition to Solomon? The ſame Caſe exactly (in our 
preſent Argument, in which our Government is 
ſuppoſed to be riehtful ) with the deprived Bi- 
ſhops. If therefore, the Deprivation was lawful in 
one Caſe ; certainly, in the other. 

3. Another Evaſion 3 is, That the Church perhaps 
had deprived him before; tho' it be not fo ſaid. 
Now, if this had been fo; and of ſo great Im- 
portance as we are often made to believe; the Wri- 
ter of this Hiſtory would not have omitted it, as 
a little trivial Circumſtance. But how great (I had 
almoſt ſaid, how wicked ) muſt that Pre 2 be, 
which, when the Fre faith cede Solomon 
thruſt him out ſrom being Prieſt unto the Lord; and 
again, that the King put Zadock in his room; nay, 
and relates the very Reaſons, Solomon himſelf gave, 
why He would not take away his Life, as He might 
have done, but only thruſt him out from being 
Prieſt: Which, after all this, I fay, rather than 
deſert a Cauſe which can't be er 70 can invent 
a new Account; and interpoſe in this Vatter, with 
i 255 be, and or ps, Solomon did not 1 bin 


out 
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(85) 
out of that Office ; but the Church thruſt him out 
from being Prieſt; and that Solomon, in what He 
did, only follow'd Orders, and was the Churches 
Executioner ? It may as well be faid, that He nei- 
ther order d the killing of Adonijab, nor of Foab ; 
nor indeed had any Right over the Life of Abia- . 
thar, (which He plainly claims) without the Az- 
thority of the Church: for one is full as plain and 
expreſs, in the ſame Chapter, as the others - and 
all ſpoken of, as equally flowing from his own 
| 4. Another Evaſion is, That Abiathar had both 
the Title and Revenue of High Prieſt after this. 
But it is very plain that, what Revenue ſoever he 
had, was Matter of Favour and Mercy, not of 
| Right; and only a Permiſſion from Solomon. His 
5 being called Prieſt afterwards, can't poſſibly prove 
4 that He was not #hr»ſ# out from being High Prieſt, 
p as the Text expreſly faith. For He could not poſ- 
7 ſibly be thruſt out from being Higb Prieſt, and yet 
not be thruſt out, at the ſame time. He could 
not be ont of his Office, and in his Office, at the 
ſame Inſtant. Nor is it of any Importance in this 
Queſtion, whether Abiathar was afterwards only 
calfd Prieſt, as one that had been Prieſt; or 
whether He really-were fo, or not. For if he was 
really ſo, He was reſtored to his Office by the ſame 
Civil Power; by Solomon alone: (tho' I can't ſee 
how this S»ppoſetroz is conſiſtent with the fulfilling 
the Word of. the Lord, as it is ſaid in this fame 
place, referring to I Sam. 2. 35.) And this, I think, 
will be ſtill more in favour of the Civil Power. 
FIT oy 5. „„ 4 oh , — V 
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(79) 
But theſe Fveſcons, are all in vin: and ſo, it 
would be, if they could find never ſo much dif. 
ference between the . Circumſtances of the  Fewifh 
Prieſts, and the Chriſtian Biſhops, ¶ Lhe great thing, 
which they can never get rid of, is, that It is 


ſtilh, (let them ſay what they pleaſe, and 


round till their Heads are giddy Mith it,) an In: 
Pance of a King, a Secular Prince, a Sujech, in their 


Phraſe, of the Ecclefcaftcat; Power, in Religion, 
depriving, remouing, thruſting out, by his own: Au. 


[| 
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thority, his Ecclefeaftical Superior; thruſting out by 
Pn: the Pri fake Tar from 1 — Prieſt of 
the Lord; taking away What He never gave; nay, 
what Abiathar had from God Himſelf. Let them 
put it in as high, and as terrible, Words, as they 
pleaſe; ſtill it is very plain that Solomon ventur'd 
at it, in his own Defenſe; and this, without Cen- 
fare, from God or Man. The Point is too evi 
dent to be denied, that Ahiather was in an Eccle- 
feaſtical-Office ,, that He was thruſt, aut, or deprived, 
by Solomon, v. 27. (and not by the Church ;) that 
the King, (not the Church,) put Zadock in his room, 
v. 33. and that Abiathar was never again in that 
Office , from which He was once thruſt ont, ber 
cauſe the Place was filled with Zadock.3 who is 
named before Abiather, when He is cal d Prieſt, 
ch. 4. J . e 2g 9H e gr 

In the preſent Queſtion therefore, the Argu-: 
ment from Solomon s Example, can be no other 
than this. Solomon thruſt out, or deprived. Abai- 
thar, ſcom being Prieſt, who was before Prieſt. of 
the Lord; and the fame Solomon put Zudlacl in hir 
room : and this, upon an Account merely Secular 


#7 
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and Political. There- 
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Thee erefbre, if His La be of any Impor- 
tarce, it is the Right of the Sipreme Chil Power 
to dep ride Ecclefea Foal Perſons, and place Others'in 
their. room, "When Self- Preſervation really and 
5 5 akes 3t_ neceſſary. Conſequenitly , this 

ance, Of Solomon is a plain Inſtance SO the 
9 — Princip le of our Adverſaries. 

This Irſtante of Solomon is likewiſe, as 1 have 
ſhewn before, a plain Inſtance of a King's having 
not only be Power of Impriſorting , Harig , 
Executing , &. but of Depriving: and a Proof 
that, if 2 privation ſecures the State, the State 
may cliuſe 255 Puniſbeuent which is leſs, before 
Naeh which 1 is greater, and | to which it hath a 

gets 

One Thing 1 muſt. repeat, before I Nie 
this Inſtance. Either this # ruſting ont Abiathar 
1 being Prieſt unto the Lora, (or, in Dr. Hickes's 

nguage, 7900 his Throne, was a Matter of a 
Civil Nature : z or of a Spiritual Nature. Let them 
chuſe Which they pleaſe. If it were of a Civil 
Nature ; then, as fach, it was, perform d by the 
Coil Power. If of a Spiritual; it will be of worſe 
Conſequence to the Cauſe © our Adverſaries, be- 
cauſe it will, give to the Supreme Civil Power all 
the Right, which Solomon's' Example can give, to 
inder pee in Spiritual Affairs. Nor need the Fate 
of Corah (fo often mention d by our Adverlaries) 
territy them; becauſe Solomon onght much more 
to have been terrified by that, if it had related to 
this Caſe: Whereas, it is plain, He thought it of 
no Concern to him, acting for his own neceſſary 


Self-Defenſe. 


1 have 
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I T have thus traced the Reaſonings, and Inſinu- 
ations, of our Adverſaries, back to their Origin 

and Firſt Spring. And, I hope, I have, fully ſatis- 
fied You, in the particular Controverſy between 
Them, and the Proteſtant Succeſſion , now fixed 
amongſt us, in Excliſion of the Popiſb Line, that 
the Nature and Ends of Government, the Will 
of God, and the; very Being of our. Laws and 
Conſtitution, abſolutely required this Excluſion, 


and this Settlement; and therefore certainly juſtify 


the Right and Title of that Ilaſtrious Family now 


upon the Throne, to the Conſciences and Appro- 


bation of All who will ink, without Prejudice, 
upon this Subject: And likewiſe, in their General 
Controverſy with all Civil Power, to which they 
abſolutely. deny the Right of depoſing Biſhops, and 
other Eccleſfaſtical Perſons, that I have proved this 
Right to belong to it, from the very Nature and 
Eflence of Civil Government; as ſomething ſo ne- 
ceſſary to it's Preſervation, that it may (at any 
time). be ruined and diſſolved without it; which 
is the higheſt ſort of Proof; and confirm'd, as I 
have ſhewn, by the Goſpel ; as well as by a plain 


Inſtance under the Law. 


Suppoſing therefore, (what I never can grant 
for the Sake of the Honour of God, and of the 
Chriſtian Religion,) that their Grand Spiritual To- 
picks bad any Reaſon in them ; that the Benefit 
of God's own Appointments to Toy, depends upon 
a Regular, uninterrupted Succeſſion of Rightful Bi- 
ſhops ; (which God's Providence never yet, in Fact, 
kept up, as far as we can judge of things; ) or 
that your Communion with any Biſhops, ſucceed- 
ing 


( 


ing ſech as have born dg epoſed by an unlawful and 
undue, Authority, deſtt kx all your Title to Gog's 
Favour (which He It elf bath never told you: 5, 
I ay, fu poſing theſe and the like Points, with 

which hey "amaze, t rather, tha convince, their weak 
Followers? yet, here 1 you Hape a Reſting-Place, 
and you. hs how the Cay e lies before. You, as 
to the Cohcerns. of our "Own Nation, to which 

hey appl y the whoſe. ©, 

The Excluſion of tlie Popiſo Fee from all 
G 5 Power. ov thi Nath Was neceſſary, uſt, 
and lawful 1 toll. er, from which bs 
were excluded, was fs in the Hands of 
the next Proveſtont eix. preme Civil Power, 
having then khie true and pro pe Authotty 'of Go: 

nt, Had a Rig ic Fer "thing neceffar' 
its own Defence Far Ne cn And 08 15 
quently,. Had a Right to de ethoſe Biſhops, who 
"refuſed to give any Security of their Adee, 


and actually ſet” up another C ii Power in .Oppoſi- 


tion to it. And the Poſſeſſor of the Crown, a certain 
a Right to name others to ſucceed Them in n thoſe 


* Biſbopricks. as any former Kings had before, eo 


name Thoſe ver depo OO 
There A 00 Lee from their 
Lermes, even upon their own Notions of Repularit 9 
"and Schifer : becauſe, theſe Biſhops having been 
rightfully depoſed, their Succeſſors are the Regular 
iſbops ; the Churches of their Succeſſor} "are the 
trie Charter ; the ſetting up Altar: againſt yo 
Altars is the true Lie; the Centre of U, 
"with Them; and God's Favors and Graces, A: 
1 by Them alone. 2 much leſs Terror Ti 
on, 


1. 
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Denunciat iom t. 


of their own Hyyothepr, ſuppoſing it to be rr. 


tainly. For, all the World knows that their great 
Advocates have zelouſly.and openly denied the Su 
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5 1 who de- 
ny or g Duprema | 

Rica RS, which! of them have the Va- 
nity and Blindneſs to allege in od of Them- 
fibers: Arguing that ye og thete mentjoned, is 
the Rightful Ning; that the N King is the 
King ea They pr py 1 Who join un the 
preſent iſhmext is Suprematy,' and con- 
ſequently are excqmmuncated by. the Canoes up- 


on which Excommunication theſe Chriſt rh Divines 


command all God's Wrath; to attend. One wou 557 
think, it were enough to repea t this, to fill 
their own Followers, with 4 D « Det alion of * 
Principles, as the Goſpel thus; vain, an 
romantick, an barbarous. 12 "the © Neale akneſs, i 
here equal to their Preſumption. For there 
Two Ways, | to which they lie open to their own 
The Fi oft is this. If the prefent 
Hog ;/bment ſhould happen to be Rebffel, (as 1 
ve pt toved it to be, om the troy geſt of all Civil 
Lo ) then, theſe very Mer Beueler th 
the Excommunicated Penſont, entitled to all the Evils 


The other Way conclüdes againſt them, more cer- 


macy Of all Kings well of King, James 
27 Kio WILLIANL ht King GEO BORE E. 0 
whence it follows, that either they do not be- 
lieve themſel ves in "the terrible things they tell us 
of Excommunication. and only ule them, as they 


would Stories of Hobgotlins and Bughears , 
frigh 8 


frighten NS. ver and bildren 


al. that their prix uocates, 7 
all their Fallowers, ag eg 7 25 died in that 
miſerable Condition, in which. bey 92 ſuch 
Perſons. to be ; that all dT Ke ſacred. O Meet were 


invalid to their People, Mullitiet in. them · 
| hows Chr and that their own Biſbops, and their o 


are unchriftian'd, and uncharched, 17 
themſelves, 


And again, when they tell you in forme Places 
that Polluting or Immoral Pr and Palluted 
Worſhip, are 1 Reaſons for Pang g up, 

continuing Biſbops againſt the Claims of of er Bi 
ſhops; this inevitably leaves in your own Conſci- 
ences the] ent of ſuch Prayers, and ſuch 
Worſhip: And this alone, upon their own Church- 
Principles, 1 75 an Obligation upon All, who 
ſi 11 * ge the Popiſo Line to have no Right, 

che Nor ant Line to be Rightful, to depart 
A the 8 of the Non-juring Biſhops, 
and their Morſbip, in which they think God af- 
fronted by immoral Prayers ;, and to join in other 
Worſhip directly oppoſite to it. Nor can they 
poſſibly find out any Ground for condemning this 
be but this Oze, which it is high dür to 

aſhamed of, on all Sides, That Men have 2 

Right to judge about. Doctrine and Worſhip, if they 

judge as We our ſelves do: But if they 4055 from our 
Judgment, they have no ſuch, Right at all. 

* do not love, I confeſs, ſo much as to repeat 

incipal Branches of their Beloved Scheme: They 

are 15 her Oren, from l they come, fi hy 
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the Voice ot WT go But the * of 
our Adverſaries, op thus tid againſt 
Thewſfelwes. And i it ſnould move them 
a 122 to conſider no more than this, that, un- 
leſs they are infallibly certain, both of their Prin- 
ciptes, and of their Conduct ; it may be true that 
their .Biſb ſo were rightfully depchsd; and that 
then they Have themſelves framed a Stems, to caſt 
Themſelves out of God's Favour, and to conclude 
Themſelves under that State of Damnation, which 
they have invented for Others; = 

But this is not all that ought to be faid to fach 
a Syſtew of Powers and Privileges, as They have 
annexed to their Spiritual Officer: to create, one 
would think, the Horror Of a dreadful Veneration, 
rather than the Affection of a Reaſonable Refped?. 
What I have juſt now remarked, may ſhew that 
there is ſo te to be ſaid, upon the beſt and 
trueſt Foundations, for the Right of the Supreme 
Civil Pomer of this Kingdom, againſt the Depoſed 
Biſhops, that it is not out of any fear for our 
own Cauſe, that we need to deny their Scheme of 
Church-Power and Sacerdotal privileges; becauſe the 
whole may fo eaſily be turned againſt Themſelves. 
But this Matter is of that great Importatice to all 
Humane Society ; of that Scandal and Reproach to 
Chriſtianity it ſelf; of that Malignity in it's Influ- 
ences upon the whole of true Religion; and of 
that Indignity to the GOD and Governour of the 
World ; that it is, not only in our Adverſaries, 
but in "All Portier, and on ali ſides, univerſally 
and conſtantly to be oppoſed. This, therefore, 


will b be qnother ſafe and caſy Method of ſecuring 
N 


C7A) 
four ſelves ageinſt their Spiritual Terrors and Al- 
When They would allarm you, (as their Fellom- 
Lalourers the Papiſts do,) by telling you that you 
cannot hope for the favour of God, but in the 
ftriffeſt Communion with their Church, (which is 
the true Church of England, governed by Biſhops 
in a Regular Succeſſion ;) that God hath ' himſelf 
hung your Salvation upon this Nicety ; that He 
diſpenſeth none of his Favours, or Graces, but 
by the Hands of Themſelves, and their Subordi- 
nate 'Prieſts; that you cannot be Authoritatively 
Bleſſed, or Releas'd from your Sins, but by Them, 
who are the Regular Priefts ; that Churches, un- 
der other Biſhops, are Schiſmatical Conwenticles , 
made up of Excommunicated Perſons, both Cler-y 
and Laity out of-God's Church, as well as out of 
his Favour: I ſay, when ſuch Arguments as theſe 
are urged, you need only to have recourſe to a 
General Anſwer to this whole Heap of Scandal 
and Defamation , upon the Will of God ; the 
Goſpel of Chriſt; and the Church of England, in 
Weiler... 
You may tell them ſecurely, that you have not 


ſo underſtood the Nature of that God, who is 


your Governour, and Judge; that you have not 
ſo learn't Chriſt; or the Deſan of his Goſpel; or, 
even, the foundation of this particular part of his 
Church, reform'd and eſtabliſh*d in England. The 
following Arguments will juſtify you: Which 
therefore ought to be frequently in the thoughts 
of AJ, who have any value left for the moſt 
Important Points. N 

r God 
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as He is ſo, He cannot 


hach put it out of the Power of ay Man upon 
Earth, to be entirely ſatisfied in. It is certainly 
Abſurdity, and, I fear, \Blaſphemy,. to Suppoſe that 


God hath given away the diſpoſal, either of his 


Merey, or of his Wrath, out of his own Hands; 
into thoſe. of weak, vain, and pafſionate 55 
of all Errors, and of all Wickedneſs, 
as auy of their Brethren. And, if He hath ot; 
then you may, with ſecurity, as you ought in duty, 
depend upon Him alone, and wait for His final 
Determination. 1 1 
It hath not pleaſed God, in his Providence, to 
keep up any Proof of the 1 Probability, or 
aoral Poſfability, of a Regular nini errupted Suo- 
cel ſion. But there is a great Appearance, and hu · 
manely ſpeaking, a Certaimy of the contrary; 
that this Succeſſion hath been often interrupted : 
eſpecially in the opinion of Thoſe who maintain 
all Lay-Baptiſms, and all Offices performed by Per- 
ſons, who either have been irregularly ordained, 
or have forged their Pretenſans to Ordination, to 
be were Nul/ities : There having been certainly a 


great Number of ſuch like Inſtances. 


lt is highly abſurd, to put fo important a 
point, as God's favour, and Eternal Happineſs, 
Þ 
ed with, to his Satisfaction. But ſtill more ab- 
ſurd, to put it upon a matter, the contra: 
ry to which appears to be true. This is 
the Caſe here. This Regular Unjnterrupted * 

as 


Odd is juſt, and equal, and Good: and, as ſurg 
put the Salvation, and 
Happineſs, of any Man, upon what He himſelf 


pon what no Man living can ever be acquaint? 
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eee, ee 
on of Perſons qualified and regularly ordained 
A a ae imxiibie to be proved. a Nay, 15 
contrary is more than probable, upon all Hiftoricat 
Evidence : Which we receive in other Caſes, 
Therefore, your Intereſt in the favour of God 
can have nothing to do with it. As ſure as God 
is juſt, He 'would have laid this Matter open and 
plain to the Capacities of thoſe whoſe Salvation 
was to depend upon it. Now, He hath in fact 
beer! ſo far from making this plain, in his Pro- 
vidence; that He hath rather made the contrary 
plain. Therefore, This cannot be the Point, upon 
which your Salvation can at all depend. 2 


9 


Amongſt our ſelves particularly, the Caſe will 
admit of another Argument, drawn from the pe- 
culiar Circumſtances of our Church, and the inex- 


tricable Difficulties ariſing from them: which I 
would not fo. willingly ſpeak of, were it not, 


that the Church of Rome is making continual uſe 


of this ſort of Argiment , in which ſome Prote- 
ſtautt take fo much delight. It is very well 
known that, ever ſince the Reformation, there hath 


been aR lar, Succe ion Of Biſhops kept up, cer- 
tainly in Pele; 1 probably in Exgland alſo; 
by the Church of Rome. At leaſt we may have 
leave to ſuppoſe it; and that is the ſame thing. 
as to the preſent Argument. It is as well known 
that Several of the firſt Proteſtant Biſhops, were 
named by the Lay-Power, as Succeſſors to Biſhops, 
who were deprived ſolely by that Lay- Power. 
Nor can there be any Regular Succeſſion in the 
Proteſtant Church, whether of Non, jurors, or O- 
thers, but what muſt come down from thoſe Bi- 


ſhops, 
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Pope t-whom yet our Adverſaries muſt deny to have 
been Byſbops , upon the Account of thoſe L- De- 
privat int. n Wh" 8 - ds 

Ask our Adverſaries therefore, firſt, What ſhould 
we have done, upon their Principles, for any de- 
Sree of Refurmatzon?. Not only, for our Church 
of England, but even for their own? To Wai 
for it, in a Regular way, from the Hande of the 
Popiſh Biſbops,, and Clergy themſelves, in whoſe 
Eyes it was worle than Death, had been to give 
Conſent to all Superſtition, and Wickedneſs, in 
expectation of what would never have come to 
Paſs. And to have it from any Hands but theirs, 
will, IL fear, upon their Principles, give a Nullii/ 
to the whole: As this cannot be done, without 


Netting up Altar againſt Altar; and one Succeſſion 


of Biſhops againſt Another. 1 
F _l Nine if e251 
But, as we have received from our Fore-fathers 
'a Reformation; and have a Church, which thelc 
Gentlemen think. ſo well of, that they will allow 
no Share of it to Ay but Themſelves z talking muc 


of the Succeſſion of their Biſhops, and the like: 


Ask them, how we fhall decide, the matter, (not 


between Our ſelves, and Them, but) between their 
much Dearer Friends, the Roman-Catholicks, and 
Them: Whom, they have never yet declared to 
be Excommunicated, ar out of. Chriſt's Church; or 
without Chriſts Ordinances. Where there is B. 
ſhop againſt Biſhop; and Alter againſt Altar; the 
vne ſide, or the other, they tell you, mult. be 
(not only miſtaken, but) void of all pretenſes to 
the Privileges of the Church of Chriſt; or even 
to the Name of Church. Now, the Papiſt have 

r Oe ee een nm 


in | been firſt deluded by our Novjurors, by ſpeaking 


($) 

one: Regular ( intnent, or QOninterrupted Snece 
fon of Tipps, dei with the Toxch of 54 
Hande: And They, according to Themſelves, have 
another. By virtue of the former alone, the Po- 
piſb Laity receive the Authoritative Bleſſing; and 
the Aut tata Abſolition : And by virtue of the 
latter, the People, 1n\Communion with the Non- 
Jurors, receive the ſame, good things from their 


Prieſtt. But I have never heard yet, that this 


ſent Popiſh Church, in England, or Ireland, hath 

n condemn d by our Adverſaries, as No Church; 
and all its Ordinance declared Null; and its Suc- 
ceſſiam, Lrregular, or Infeenificant. And yet, upon 
their Principles, if the Appointment of Romiſb 
Biſbops here be Regular; there cannot be Another, 
in oppoſition to it, Regular likewiſe. If the 
Popiſb Church here, be a Church; then, theſe new 
Proteſtant Churches, cannot be truly ſo. If the 
Ordinances in that be valid and good; the Or- 
dinances in their Own muſt be Nl and Void 
Becauſe it is ſet up, Altar againſt Altar, and 
Church againſt Church, and One Succeſſion of Bi- 
ſhops, againſt Another. ta. 
The Advocates of the Church of Rome, there- 
fore, are ſo wiſe, as to turn theſe Principles of 
ſome profeſe'd Proteſtants to their own Account; 
a Gude many weak Minds, of ſuch as have 


to them, in this manner. Your own Guider 
* and: DoFors, put your Title to God's Favour 
6 your adhering to a Reguler Succeſſion of 
* Biſhops and Clergy ; and upon the Nylty of 
* God's Ordinances to * in any ather Way, ſet 
4 fi b " ap 
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up in Oppyſttion to ths; They go ſo farꝭ as to 
5 1 the Nvalificatibmn of ſuch as have ſuc: 
0 ed Biſhops, deprived by the Ly - Parer on- 
iy; and of ſuch as ſet up Altar againſt Altar, 
and Succeſſeom againſt Succeſſion, where there is 
cCbarcb before. Now, their own: Succeſſion 
* Bifbops is ſet up, in Oppoſition to Ours ; which 
* is as and aninterrapted as that was before 
< the Reformation, from which alone they are 
willing to derive the Validity of their own Or- 
* dinations. Their Altars are ſet up againſt Our- z 
their Churches againſt Our e which They have 
never yet declared to be No Churches. We have 
e the moſt regular Succeſſzon, from which Their: 
is a Deviation. Therefore, upon Their amn 
* Principles, Ours is the True Way to God's Fa- 
* vour. At leaſt; they muſt acknowledge, in their 
* Way of Arguing, that, if you cannot Commu- 
* nicate with De, you onght to live without the 
Appearance of the Ordinances of God; rather 
than Communicate with, Them, who are Schiſ- 
* azatical, upon their own Principles, and Excom- 
* municated by Vs. Beſides, fome of the Biſbops, 
* in their own Line of Succeſſion, all the World 
© knows, at the beginning, ſucceeded Thoſe of 
“Our, who were deprived by the Civil Power on- 
4 ly: and therefore, by Themſelves, muſt be ackngyv- 
„ ledged as Schiſmatical, and not to be followed, 
without the Forfeiture of God's Favour. 
When a Popiſh Prieſt attacks one of the Fol 
lowers of our Nonjurors with this Argument; 
I profeſs, I ſee not how He can poſſibly anſwer 
it, without forſaking Their-Principles, It is 5 
* | 17% 12 enou 


— 
enbugh für Fu to be taught to ſay that the 
Biſtop ol Rome never had any Right Authority 
here in this Hand, to make, or unmake; Biſhops. 
For if that were ſufficient to annul the Validity of 
the  Popiſh) Sucdeſſiom Of Biſbopt, it will as much 
follow that there was no Epiſcopacy,no ( Hurcb, here, 
before the Reforeration, as fince: Which theſe Per- 
ſons will not, for the World, agree to, becauſe it 
will render invalid their whole Sett, and Succeſſi - 
on of Clergy; whoſe Powers to ſerve God in hi 
Church, they are not content to derive from God's 
Will; any otherwiſe than by a regular Succeſſion of 
Biſbops and Clergy. ' Belides, if their Principles 
would let them go ſo far, this would not at all 
heal, or make up, that Chaſi, or Gap, which is 
in their Suoceſſion, by the Lay-Deprivations, almoſt 
at the beginning of the Reformation. 
Nor is it enough to affirm, (as Dr. Hickes , 
Coll. of Papers; p. 165.) that the Popiſh Biſbops 
are the Anli- Biſdops to the Reformed Biſhops, and 
particularly in Ireland, where, (ſaith he,) if dan- 
gerous amd corrupting Do#rines, and corrupt Mor- 
ſhiy ,” tomdemnel 'by the Proteſtants , do not juſtify 
the ſetting up and continuing of other Biſhops, i 
every Dioceſe of the Church, from the beginning 
of the Reformation, then the Proteſtant Biſhops 
there have been all along Anti-Biſhops, «rd by Com- 
ſequence" i Irin Church (or, the Church of 
England; which is all one to the Argument) , 
and hath been, Schiſnratical, &c. or, what He faith, 
Page 167. ſpeaking of Anti-Biſbops by Intruſion, 
and Falſe Doctrine; viz. ſuch were the Popiſh Bi- 
ſhops in Queen * ign, who were put = 
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placed: Proteſtant. Biſhops, He 
thinks, ſome of them were, Theſe things come not 
up to the Point nor will they anſwer! our Diffi- 
culties. For the Queſtions here, are theſe. 
ls the Popiſo Church in Ireland, a Church, or 
wot £ Doth Their being Anti- Biſbops, or, their 
corrupt Doctrines, and Worſhip, render invnlia all 
their Adminiſtrations to their own People? If it 
doth not; then, in ſome Caſes, there may be Anti- 
Biſhops without that (ad Effect on either ſide; and 
Pollnted Worſhip, without the dreadful Conſequen- 
ces, which are ſometimes ſet forth. And if the 
Romiſh Pollution have not this Effect, even under 
Arti- Biſbops; it is to be hoped Others: may come 


in, ſor a Share of this Favour. Again. 
Are theſe Caſes to he judged of, from Ipor- 
tance, and particular Ciremuſtance, 2. Then, there is 
an End of the Abſolute:Nexeſſity of one particular 
Regularity, in order to Gd Favours and the 
Diſpute muſt come to 4rguments of another na+ 
ure. Nin et a nere 
Again, Who is to judge of corrupt \DeFrines,. 
and polluled Worſkip £ They, who approve of 
them, and require others to join in them 2 or, They, 
who are required to approve them, and to join in 
chem? If the former; then, there never was, and 
never can be, any ſuch thing as Corrupt Do@rines, 
and Corrupt Morſpbip, eyen to juſtify Auy Proteitants, 
from ſetting up at firſt. or con: inuing afterwards, 
Proteit ant Biſhops in oppofition to Popiſþ. ' If the 
Latter; then, whatever. Body of Chriſtians thinks 
the Doctrinet and Worſhip of the No»jurory to be 


Corrupt and Polluted , is juſtiſſed „in ſetting 1 
14 e M - an 
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WMWas it, that the Popiſo 
 aftually. corrupt z Or. that the Proteſtants were 


that Perſuaſion, alone; condemn d: Sup 


( 


and continuing Biſpop- and clay awinlt Their 


Bilbops and:Clergy. Farther, 


What is it that uff ed the — 6 He 
acknowledges;;:in./{ctting up their own Bp 2 
ofrines and Worſhip: were 


ſuaxed in their own Conſciences chat They were 
ſo ? The latter, without doubt: as appears from 
this Deronftration, Take away: from Them this 
Perſuaſion; They are ſo far from being juſtified; 
that They are cendemm d for their Departure. 
Give Them this Perſuaſton again; * are cun- 
demn'd , if They de not ſeparate. Or, in ano- 
ther manner, Suppoſe a Papiſt, not perſuaded of 
that Corruption, to ſeparate; He is, for the wart of 


poſe a Pro- 
teſtant, or one thoroug aun he perſuaded of that Car- 
ruptiom, to ſeparate; and: He is in,, in ſo. do- 
ing; or, not to ſeparate, and He is concdlemm d. If 
this were duly and impartially conſiderd, it 
would be impoſſible for Men, to unchriſti au, un- 
church, or, declare; out of God's Favour, any of 


their Fellow Creatiozes, upon any leſſer, or indeed 


ny other, Conſideration, than that of a wicked Di- 
y and Inſincerity; of . in theſe Caſes, 
God alone is Judge 

But here, the Nonjurors opt tell Vs, @ Dif 
ſenters from Tbem, who have; ſet up Churches 
againſt Their Churobes): that We are condemn'd, 
unleſs We can prove their Doctrine, and Worſhip 
to be corrupt and polluted; or chat any thing ſin- 
ful is — their Commumiom. But, To 2 
n prove this?. or, To Whoſe W 
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that They cau 
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jurors themſel ves allow tie 'corri 


0 


3 and maintain it to be the molt undefiled > 
or; Tocher own,\ whom They to —.— 
As any "be. 1 by — 
following Caſe. C Nowfuror 
— the Popiſh Pope 5, 'bveauſe Gf . — 
Sven and . p. The Popiſd Biſhop) 
tell them, If — any 7 Gopal din be . 
ved to be required of Tow, in our Communion, W 
acknowledge, You are juſtified in'your Separg Bod 


acknowledge to be the only point that can Juſtify 
them. A therefore, They readily anſwer; 
prove this evidently, to the De- 
* — — The Pop Biſhops an- 

Them. Your Arguments ane far from p 
ving it to D; and and: reply to Them, with - equat 
Aſſurance, and Confidence of being in the Right. 
Ihe Nowuror 


fiver thus, We wein 
ſelves are corvi 


obliged to wait till Du. 
Sur Buſineſs is td - 


tif our ſelves, And mot Bo, of the Vnlamfulnefr 


of Commumibating with Tou. We have proved ' it 
to ohr own entite Satisfaction. And therefore; 
Ve are obliged in Conſcience to ſeparate from Tow 
even tho We can't convince You-\your Kurs, the 
our Arguments have any Weight in them. 
Let this be applied to all. lie Caſes : nd ie 
will de a certain Rue to g0 by, that. as the Non- 
DoGrines; and 


polluted Woiſbip\-of the Popiſh Biſhops, to be the 
true Ground of cheir on Separative,” and ſetting 


cpr Gurbbes againſt their C burohers and ak 


aud This, on the other hind) The Non jurors 


75 I am perſuaded, will then an- ö 


__ CS) "2 
are obliged to prove th, to The inſeives Onſy, ane | 
not to the Conviction of thoſe Popiſb Biſhops'y be 
fore They ſet up Biſhap- againſt! Them: So, tile 
Separation of Others from the Nonjuring |Biſbops, is 
as perfectly juſtified , by the Homeſt Hoe of 
| Thoſe who [ſeparate from Them; whether the 
arors themſelves think their Reaſons: good. 
or not. Otherwiſe indeed, All Parties are the _ 
fole Judge in their own Caſe © and the Papiſb Par- 1 
ty alone muſt, in the End, be in the Riglt, be- 
cCauſe They were in Poſſeſſion when the firſt 
ration of Proteſtants was made: which therefore, 
can never be juſtiſed, if the Ronriſi Governing 
Churth, (in the New Phraſe,) were the ſole Jude, 
whether Their own Cummumion were ſinful, or not. 
There are Two good Reaſons for making this 
Contraverſy the Occaſion of ſpeaking theſe Things: 
that our.own Church, and every Proteſtant Church 
in the World. may not be abſolutely condemn'd ; 
and that the Equitable Law may appear evident be- 
yond all Exception, ot Not Jodging A Others 
bya Rule, by which We always refuſe to be judg- 
All this may, methinks, ſerve to allarm Our Ad. 
verſaries themſelves; upon their own Principles; 
about the Danger, Their Owa Church' of England 
is in, by their way of Proceeding. ' And Perhaps; 
They,. who ſeem to have but a very faint Noſion 
of the Honour of God, and the Deſgn of the 
Geſpel, any farther than They ſuppoſe Them to 
£0 hand in hand, with their amn Particular Sec. 
and Church; may receive the firſt Impreſſion and 
Suſpicion: of their being miſtaken, from this ma- 
nifeſt Tendenq; of their own Principles, to Uncharch 
„ 5 them- 
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ceſſion from the 


c 


upon their oN 
People and Clay that See and Dam 
nation, which They are ſo freely Appen rod; 


all around them. 1 * it? 


But if Any of chi Pops Aa would offer 
es to Ho, as I mentioned [juſt nowz 


which there is, of reply ing to our — a; Ad> 
verſaries, Von can tell — that You have not 


ſach Notions of God, as to think i it conſiſtent with 


his Nature, to rap up the moſt Important of All 


Points in Clouds of Obſenrity, and Vncert — 
that, in Fact, there muſt have been frequent 

terruptiant in the Sucteſſiom of the Chir Clergy 
that the Goſpel layeth no. ſtreſs upon this Matrer, 
but a great deal of Weight upon things of quite 
another Nature; that You imitate our Firſt Re- 


formers, who Sorn'd to take their Clive to the 


Purity of the Goſpel, from ſuch Topicks ; that Du 
do not. pr of the Reformation,” and of 
2 Church . of En „upon ſuch Trifles ;-\ but 

7 — own being g ed, v perſuaded of the 

ceſſity of departing from Thoſe, who had de- 
— from God, and deſtroyed the whole 
of his Goſpel; that God and Cbriſt Gould not but 
approve of this, and therefore, could not but ap- 
prove of Thoſe of the Clergy, who did at firſt, 
and have ſince, joined in i 97 that You cannot 
put either Their, or Your omi, Eternal wr. 
upon their Regular Ordination, and Unbroken Su- 
Apoſtles, becauſe this would be 
to put it upon the Invention of Men, and hot 


he ed: aration of Chriit 0g ferry 1 what 


You 


[1.4 


Se a 
You may be very well aſſured, never was, that, 
tho you have all Reſpect for what is fitting, Or- 
derly, and Decent, yet, you cannot in Conſcience 
abſolutely depend upon any Sett of Men for the 
Terms of Salvation, whilſt the Goſpel it ſelf lies 


open, without renouncing Chriſtianity : nor ex- 
pet God's Graces , Beneclilion! , or Abſolutions, 
from any Hands, but hie own ; without affronting 
Him: nor put the Eternal Happineſs of Mankind, 
abſolutely, upon their agreeing in One External 
Communion, with any One particular Sett of Cler- 
gymen, without the abſurd Suppoſition that God 
prefers an Ipolſibility before the Trueit Sincerity 
of Heart. 


And here, I cannot forbear to mention an Ar- 


gument, which I think amounts to a Demonitra- 
tion, in the ſtricteſt ſenſe of the Word, for the 
Truth of what I have now ſaid: And which I 
would apply now particularly to our Adzerſaries 
themſelves; that they may. the better fee! the 
force of it, in their own Caſe. You ſay, that 
God's favonr is not Diſpenſed, but in the Strict 
Communion of your particular, little, Body, or 
Church, I am not now going to accuſe you of 
a Hereſy againſt Charity, as You do the Dovatiſte, 
who had only juſt the ſame Uncharitableneſs, 
of Adhering to the Conſequences of their own 
Principles: But of a Hereſy againſt the very Poſ- 
ſibility, and Nature of things; or of holding that. 
which throws Men out of the favour of God, 
which way ſoever They act. You know, there 
was a Schiſm amongſt Your ſelves, upon this Ac? 
count, Mr. Nelſen, for inſtance, thinks Himſelf 

N obliged 
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obliged in Conſcience to 8 with ſome 
of our Church. Upon this, You declare, He 
hath no Title to God's Mercy. And You and 
all the World allow that if He Communicates 
with You, whilſt His Conſcience tells Him, it is 
a Sin, He is Self condemn'd , and out of God's 
favour. He is therefore, entitled to God's wrath, 
both, if He doth Communicate with Lou; and 
if He doth not. That Notion therefore, which 
implies in it, this Great, Invincible Abſurdity. 
cannot be True. And 1 heartily wiſh that Al 
Parties of Chriitians, even ſuppoſing their own 
way to be certainly, or infallibly, the Right way, 
would conſider this. 

But again, Every one may find it, in his own 
Conduct, to be true, that his Title to God's fa- 
vour cannot depend upon his actual being, or 
continuing, in any particular Method; but upon 


his Real ſincerity in the conduct of his Conſience, 


and of His own Actions, under it. Don adhere, 
{or inſtance, to the Communion of the Non. jurors. 
Why? Plainly, ot becauſe it zs the True, Chriſti- 
an, Communion: (for that it may be, in it ſelf, 
without your adhering to it;) but becauſe, You 
judge, and eſteem it fo to be, upon your moſt 
ferious Conſideration ; and conduct your ſelf Sin- 
cerely by this dictate 'of your Conſcience. Your 
Title to God's . favour therefore, cannot depend 


Simply upon your adhering to this Communion.: j 
becauſe the very adhering to this Communion, if it 


were againſt your Conſcience, would entitle you 
to His Anger: But muſt depend upon it, conſi- 
veg, as a Conduct honeſtly enter d into, by the 

| Dictate 


# 


_ — 
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4 
Dictate of your Conſcience. The favour of God, 
therefore, follows Sincerity, conſider'd as ſuch. 
And conſequently, equally follows every Equal 
Degree of Sincerity. It any Perſons, rather than 
agree to be happy, in the company of others, 
chuſe to hazard their -own Salvation, upon their 
own Infallible Certainty; or the Salvation of others 
upon the Indiſpenſable Obligation of All Men to 
See what They ſee: I do not envy them a Plea- 
ſure, which hath nothing but Imagination, and 
Abſurdity, to ſupport it. To return, 
Authoritative Benedliction is Another of the Terms 
of Art, much uſed by our Proteſtant Adverſaries, 
and Others who follow them too cloſely : in which, 
They claim a Rzght to the Clergy, in one certain 
Regular Succeſſron, of Bleſſing the People, If They 
rem no more by this, than that, being appoint- 
ed, in an orderly manner, to officiate in the Church, 
it is Part of their Office, to declare, out of Ged's 
Word , upon what Terms, He will give his 
Bleſſing to Chriſtians ; or to expreſs their own 
hearty Wiſhes and Prayers for the People's obtain- 
ing that 11 this might be underſtood. But 
to claim a Right to ſtand in God's Stead, in ſuch 
Senſe, that They , with all their Infirmities, and 
Prejudices, and Miſtakes, about Them, can abſo- 
lately and certainly, Bleſs ſome, or with-hold a 
Bleſſing from Others; and that God Almighty hath 
obliged Himſelf to Bleſs , or not 10 Bleſs, with 
their Voice alone: this is the Higheſt Abſurdity, as 
it puts a Power, which nothing but [fallib;lity can 
ſupport, into the Hands of Men, remaining Weak, 
and Fallible ; and, as I * the Higheſt Blaſpher 
2 my 
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ey, as it ſuppoſeth Almighty God, to place a Sets 
of Men, 45576 5 y and to put out of his 
own Hands, the Diſpoſal of his own Bleſſz»gs and 
Curſes. And here again, the Papiſts find a vaſt 
Advantage againſt their Proteſiant Fellow- Labour- 
ers. For if it be true that ſuch a Power is diſ- 
lodged from Heaven, and lodged in the Hards of 
the Charch ;, it is a ſtrong Argument that Infallibi- 
lity is firſt lodged there: becauſe that alone is ſuffi- 
cient for ſo great and ſo important a Truſt. 


The fame You will find a ſufficient Reply ta 


their preſumptuous Claim, to an Authoritative Ab- 


ſolution. An infallible Abſolution cannot belong 


to Fallible Men. But, No Abſolution m be Au- 
thoritative, which is not certainly to be depended 
upon ; nor certainly to be depended upon, 
which is not I»fallible. Therefore, No Autho- 
thoritative Abſolution, properly fo called, can be- 
long to any Men living. God Himſelf bath de- 


clared, in His Goſpel, the Conditions, upon which. 


alone, He will pardon and accept Thoſe, who 
have been Sinners: i. e. abſolve Them. All Ab- 
ſolution , therefore, mult depend upon Sinners 
coming up to Thoſe Conditions, They are par- 
don'd, if They come up to them: and they 
are not pardon'd, if they do not. To repreſent 
theſe Conditions to the World; and to declare 
that A/ Sinners, coming up to theſe Conditions, 
are abſolved : This is one Part of the Office 
of Miniters; which They may apply to the 
Caſe of any particular Peritent , conditionally. 
Bat to aſſume to Themſelves the Power of 
ebſolving particular Perſons, fo that Thoſe par- 
ticular Perſons may depend upon that Abſolution 

| certainly 
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pernatural in the ApoiFles, for the Propagation. of 


TW 
certainly, is to aſſume to Themſelves, either a 

Right to diſpenſe with Thoſe Conditions which 
God himſelf hath fixed, and to put their Anthori- 
tative Abſolution in the Stead of them; or elſe, a 
Power of knowing the Hearts and Sincerity. of 
an, which God alone knows. To aſſume th, 
without firſt aſſuming Lfallibility, is Nonſenſe : 
And to aſſume Infa/zibility, is Blaſphemy. All Hu- 
mane Abſolutions muſt be Vncertain As Vncert ain 
as thoſe Conditions in the Perſon to be abſolved, 
upon which it muſt depend. And therefore can- 
not be Authoritative : becauſe that Word is ot no 
Importance here, unleſs it ſignify ſomething to be 

depended upon, as Certain. | 
If they amuſe You with that Power which our 
Saviour lodged with His Apoitles ; Whoſeſoever Sins 
Je remit, they are remitted to Them; and whoſeſoever 
Sins Te retain, they are retained; or the like: You 
may anſwer ſecurely that it is impoſſible for You 
to depend upon this Right, in Tbem, as any thing 
Certain, till They prove to You that Every thing 
ſpoken to the Apoitles, belongs to Miniiters in all 
Ages of the Church. This it is impoſſible for Dem 
to prove. And therefore, it 1s impoſſible to draw 
a certain Concluſion from it. As for the Nature 
of the thing; It is much more probable that theſe, 
Wards referr'd to ſomething Extraordinary and Su- 


the Goſpel, at firſt, than to any thing, in the or- 
dinary ſettled Condition of the Church. And; 
tho it be ſuppoſed that We cannot fix the true 
plain Meaning of this Text; yet, (which is the 
next beſt thing, and of equal Importance, with, 
reſpect to the preſent Controverſy) We can — 
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 tyinly fix, what is f the Meaning of it. For, 


Whatfoever contradicts the Natural Notions of 
God, and the Deſign and Tenour of the Goſpel, 
cannot be the True Meaning of any Paſſage in 


that 9 1 But, to make the Abſolutions of 


Weak, Fallible Men, fo neceſſary, or, ſo valid, 
that God will not pardon any without them, and 
that All are pardon d, who have them pronoun- 
ced over them; is to contradict thoſe Notions, as 
well as the plain Tenour of the Goſpel : which ex- 
preſly declareth Men to be in God's Favour upon 
their forſaking their Sins, and as expreſly conti- 
nues to Almighty God the Diſpoſal of His Own Fa: 
wours, upon his own Terms, which was always His 
Prerogative. Therefore, It cannot be the True 
Intent of this Paſſage now before Us, to give 
any ſuch Power to Men. 


lf we look back upon our Saviour Himſelf, we 


ſhall find that, when He declares in the Goſpel that 


the Sor of Man had Power upon Earth to forgive 


Sins, even He himſelf either meant by it, the 
Power of a miraculous Releaſing the Man from 
his Mfiction, (which was look'd upon as the Pu- 


xiſhment of Sin ;) or. if it related to another 


more ſpiritnal Senſe of the Words, the Power 
of decharing only that the Man's Sins were for- 
given by God, By his ſupernatural Knowledee, 
(not by that which belong'd to Him, as a were 
Man,) He knew that God was going to ſhew 


J 


Mercy to the Man. But his way of Expreſſion 


was, Thy Sins are forgruen Thee. This was plain- 


ly to acknowledge, and keep up, that true No- 
tion, that God alone forgiveth Sins. And our 
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Saviour,” knowing the Caſe of the Man there 
ſpoken to, aſſured, Him of God's Forgiveneſs. 
Tis Sins were forgruen by God. And the Son of 
Man's Power to forgive Sins upon Earth, was plain- 
ly. to declare this to Him, of whom He certain- 
ly and infallibly knew it to be true. And ſo, 

to any Others. This aroſe, you ſee, wholly from 
his infallible Knowledge of the Will of God, 
with reſpect to that particular Perſon; and could 
have had no Place in our Lord himſelf, had He 
been a nere Man, without any infallible - Knows 
ledge in Himſelf, or Communication of Knowledge 
from God, concerning His Will, and Favour to 
this Man, or to other Men. 
hus, the Apoitles, likewiſe, might poſſibly 
underſtand the Power of remitting and retaining 
Sins, to be tlie ſame with that Power of laying their 
Hands upon the Sick, to which a miraculous Reco- 
very was particularly promiſed by Christ. Or, ſup- 
poſing that they applied it to the certain Abſolution 
of particular Perſons (of which we read nothing, 
as l know of;) it is plain, They could do it u 
on no other bottom but this, that God's Will, and 
Good Pleaſure, about ſuch particular Perſons, was 
infallibly communicated to Them; and that They 
declared This Will about Thoſe particular Perſons. 
Not that They themſelves abſolved any Men; or 
hinder'd them from being abſolved by God; Not 
that God was obliged to tie, and untie ; to bind 
and to looſe, the Guilt of Men, according to #herr 
Declarations, conſider'd as Their own Deciſions, 
and Their own Determinations: But that, upon 
any ſuch Occaſion , They declared a Matter 


of 


— 
of Fed, infallibly made known to them by God; 
either that He was ready to beſtow his Mercy up- 
on ſuch and ſuch particular Perſons, or that He 
was angry with Them. This can be the only 
Meare of that Paſſage, ſuppoſiig it to relate to 
Abſolation. It mult ariſe from extraordinary Com- 
munications of Knowledge from God; and conſe- 
_ cannot relate, in the ſame ſenſe, to any 
| Men, in the ordinary ſtate of the Church, 
void of ſuch Communications of Infalible Knows 
ledge, as could be, even in the Apoftlec, the only 
foundation of any ſuppoſed Aut horitative Abſolu- 

But AZ that it can poſſibly convey to Any, who 
ſucceed the Apoitles in their Spiritual Office, ſu 
poling it to relate to this ſubject, is a Right to do 
their Duty; to declare Perſons Abſolved from 

their Sins by God, ſo far, and no farther than, 
as They come up to Thoſe Conditions, upon which 
our Lord hath himſelf fixed their Acquittance, or 
frcation, This is All that a Fallible Man, in 
the higheſt Office in this World, is capable of: And 
t to be more to his Satisfaction, than to have 
in hit Power, the Authoritative Diſpoſal of the 
Salvation or Dammation, of his Fellow-Creatures. 
But They, who are firſt Irfallible,, may certainly 
claim the Power of what is here called Authorita- 
tive Abſclution. And therefore, it is very Con- 
ſiſtent in the Church of Rome, if They are reſolved 
to have the latter, to ſuppoſe and claim the for- 
mer: Which may undoubtedly be claimed, where- 
ever the other 1s allowed to be. * 
: 
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The Reſult of the Whole, is this. God is true, 
and Juſt, and Good. The Goſpel is a plain De- 
claration of his Will. He cannot put the Eter- 
nal Salvation of his Creatures upon any thing, but 

What He puts in their Power to do, and to be 
ſatisfied about. He cannot put into the Hands 
of weak fallible Men, Privileges and Powers,which 
cannot be exerciſed as they ought to be, without 
Izfallibility. He reſerves to Himſelf the Authori- 
tative Diſpenſation of his Favoar, and of his An- 
ers to his Creatures, whoſe Hearts no one knows 
ut Himſelf, upon his ow? Terms: for which He 
hath appointed a Day, in which He himſelf will 
judge the World. From all which it follows, 
that the Benefits of his Ordinances, his Ben2dittion, | 
his Abſolution, are in his own Hands; come from | 
himſelf; and cannot depend upon Regalarzirzes, 
and Niceties, impoſſible, or improbable ; but are | 
diſpenſed by Him, according to the inward Diſ- 
| poſitions, and Qualifications of Them, who wait 
| for them: that this is ſo far from leaving Joa, of 
the Chriſtian Laity, to any undue Freedom and La- 
| titude, (as it is ſometimes objected,) that it lay- 
2 eth the higheſt Obligation upon You to uſe all 
F your Sincerity, to know God's Will, and your 
b utmoſt Endeavours to perform it; that it puts 
p your Happineſs upon this, becauſe nothing elle is 
4 certain, and becauſe conſequently nothing elſe 
* 
a 
7 
* 


can give you Support, or Comfort; that this will 
be ſo far from leading Jou to diſregard the Peace, 
and Urity of Chriſtians, that it will make Toz 
conſcientiouſly ſollicitous about it, and reſolved to 


prefer nothing before it, except Purity and Conſci- 
O ence: 
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ence: but, when you aresſecure of Your Integrt : 
before God, and of your ſincere Diſpolition to 
ſearch after His Will, and to receive the Truth, 
in the love of Truth, whenſoever, and from 
whomſoever it is ofterd ; this will, I confeſs, lead 
Tow, (as it ought, all of Us,) not to be afraid of 
the Terrors of Men, or the vain Words of, Regular 
and Uninterrupted Succeſſions; Authoritative Bene= » 
dictions, Excommunications, or Abſolutions ; Nulli- 
ty, or Validity, of God's Ordinances to the People, 
upon account of Niceties and 'Trifles; or any o- 
ther the like Dreams of Thoſe who have ſeparated 
Themſelves, or of Thoſe who follow Them in theſe 
Doctrines; or indeed, any thing but what He, 
who is Your Lord, and Maſter, and 80 e, hath 
Himſelf declared that Your Salvation all depend 
upon. And as I am ſure, that it is Upright and 
Honeſt, to ſpeak thus plainly; and to inculcate this 
upon Joa: So lam as ſure, it is the only certain 
Method of preventing, or expelling the Poiſon of 
Thoſe who are gon? out from Us, becauſe they were 
not of Us; and will, in the End, prove the only 
Effectual Method, of preſerving this Proteſtant Chri- 
ſtian Church, (which it felf directs it's Members 
to the Hol) Scriptures as their ſole Infallible, or 
Aathoritative Guide,) and of making it a Praiſe in 
the whole Earth. | 

To conclude, As this Controverſy reſpects our 
preſent Civil Conſtitution; as well as Our Church, 
and that Gel upon which it hath expreſly found- | 
ed All it's own Pretenſions, and all the, Religion 
of it's Members; nothing is wanting towards | 
your right judging, in every Part of it, but a | 

| {erious 
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ſerious Application of your Minds, to ſome few 


Common Unconteſted Principles of Civil Governmeni; 
and to the plain and expreſs Declarations of the 
Goſpel it felt. The Oze will teach Jou the Extent 


of Civil Government to every thing neceſſary for 
it's Prefervation ; and the Evident Right of our 
Huſtrious Royal Family to the Throne of theſe Ring- 
doms; which will add Tal to your Submiſſion ; 
and the Other will teach You the Extent of the 
Office of the Chriſtian Clergy, as well as Jour own 
Duty ; and above all, Your Right to God's Graces, 


. and Benediction, upon the Conditions of 


im, who offers Them to You, without any re- 


=_ to the Ontcries of Humane Terror, or the So- 


emn Denunciations of any Men upon Earth. 
It is both your Daty and your Intereſt to ſtudy 


theſe firſt Principles of all Truth; and Chriſtianity 


in it's firſt Simplicity. The molt Important Points 
are ſo plain, that they will colt you no more Time, 
than what is neceſſary to On- ſerious Conſidera- 


tion of them. AU, that mean truly, and honeſt- 


ly, the Happineſs of the Nation; or the Benefit 
of Chriſt's Church and People; will both encourage 
and applaud Your Enquiry. I have endeavoured, 
for my part, to go before You; and to point out 


the Way tg the Main Parts of it. And when You 


are once Maſters of Them, They are full of ſuch 
Conſequences, as will be of vaſt Advantage to Jou 
at all times; but, particularly, at his time, will 
make you able not only to oppoſe, but to over- 
throw, all, even the moſt Learned Artiſices made 
uſe of by our Adverſaries, for the Support and 
Propagation, of their Cauſe, 
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In all your Civil Concerns, the Pablick God; 
| the Peace, the Happineſs, of that Society to which 
You belong, will eaſily, and ſafely conduct You, 
both to know, and to do, the Will of God. In 
all Your Religious Concerns, that affect Your Eter- 
nal Salvation, and Your Title. to God's Favour, 
' Your Rule is plain, and evident. Chriſt is Your 
ſole Law-giver, and Your ſole Judge, as to thoſe 
Points. The Papiſts may Excommuntcare the Pro- 
teſtant Nozjurors. Ihe Nonjurors may Excommu- 
nicate the High. Church. Mlen, as wel) as All other 
Britiſh Proteſtants, who Pray tor King GEORGE. 
"Theſe again may Excommuznicate, Uncharch, Un- 
chriſtian, Thoſe, whoſe Charch-Government, or 
Morſbip, differ from their own. And Theſe again, 
may exerciſe the ſame Spiritual Diſcipline, where- 
ever their Terrors can extend themſelves. 
They may thus ſcatter Pæmnatcn about; my 
ing, one would think, as the Mzz in the Proverbs, 
with Firebrands, and Death, and faying, Are We 
not in Sport? And they may every one, flatter 
Themſelves that this Power of the = {huts out 


from the Catholic! Church here, and from the 


Kingdom of Heaven hereafter. But it is in truth, 
only from Themſclves, that They can Excommu- 
nicate: And this is very often their own Crime, 
and their own Los. But Chriſt himſelf, and His 
Apoſtles, have plainly told you, nt it is, and what 
alone, that ſhall cut You off from Him; and de- 
clared a Curſe upon Al who Preach any other * 
pe! : and conſequently, who add any thing, as ab 
ſolutely neceſſary to His Favour, which He hath 
not made ſo. Av: 


It 
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It is therefore, Your Duty, Your Privilege, and 
Your Intereſt, to obſerve Thoſe Paſſages in the New 

_ . Teftament,in which the Genius, and Great Deſign, 
of the Goſpel, is purpoſely expreſs'd; and Thoſe, in 
which it is parpoſel) and expreſly declared, upon 
what ſort of things, Chriſt will acquit, or condemn 
You, at the laſt Day. They were written for 

| Tow, and they need no Interpreter. Remember 
always that, Theſe being plain, there can be z0- 
thing intended in any obicurer Paſſage of Scrip- 
ture, inconſiſtent, or diſagreeable to Theſe : much 
leſs, that Am of the Pretenſes, or conſequential 
Arguings of Men; or any Precedents and Examples 
of Men after the Apoſtles, tho' never ſo Pioay or 
Great; can have any Weight againſt, or equal to, 
Them. Theſe will be your fate, and unmoveable 
Retreat. And whilit you adhere to hem, you 
will ever be ſure that not the leaſt Tittle of Your 
Salvation, or Damnation, depends upon the Wl! 
of Weak Men; but All upon God and Tour Selves: 
that Humane Benedictions; Humane Abſolutions ; 
Humane Denunciations; Humane Excommunications, 
have nothing to do with the Favour or. Anger of 

| God; and that Every one of Us, (which is the Un- 
ſpeakable and indeed the only Comfort of All Sin- 
cere and Upright Minds,) # to give an Account of 
Himſelf, (after All theſe Humane Engines have 
work'd as long as Providence permits them,) to 
God, our Father, who knows the Thoughts of 
Men; and Jeſus Chriſt, his Beloved Son, to whom 
it is peculiarly reſerv'd, 70 bring to light the hidden 
things of Darkneſs, and to make manifeſt the Counſels 


As 


of the Heart. 
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As for Dur ſelves, therefore, Stand faſt in that 
Liberty, with which God, and Chriſt, have made You 
free. £0 
. And as for Our Adverſaries, If all that can be 
ſaid, tho' from the moſt evident Principles, cannot 
convince their Conſciences, or alter their Con- 
duct, nothing remains, I think, but to aſſure 
Them that We have an Iaſtrious Royal Family, 
who both Underſtand and Value their Right to 
the Britiſh Cromn: Whom neither the Hattery of 
Falſe Friends, nor the Terror of Real Enemies, can 
move, either from a Sacred Regard to their 
People's Legal Rights and Liberties; or from a 
ſtedfaſt Aſſerting and Maintaining their own 
Legal Powers and Prerogatives. 
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Lord Biſhop of Bangor, and Printed for James 
Knapton, 4 the Crown iz &. Paul's Churchs 
Tard. 


HE Meaſures of Sabmiſſion tothe Civil Ma- 
II giltrate conſider'd. In a defenſe of the Do- 
Arine delivered in a Sermon, preach'd before the 
Right Honourable the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, 
and Citizens, of London, Sep. 29. 1705. The 
Fourth Edition. In which are added, 1. An A. 
ceſſion-Sermon, preached March 8. 1704-5. 2. A 
Sermon concerning the Unbappineſs of Abſolute 
Monarchy, &c. 3. A Sermon concerning St. Paul's 
Behaviour towards the Civil Magiſtrate. pr. 36. 
The Original, and Inſtitution, of Civil Goveru- 
ment, Diſcuſs'd; viz. I. An Examination of the 
Patriarcal Scheme of Government, II. A Defence 
of Mr. Hooker's Judgment, &c. againſt the Ob- 
jections of ſeveral late Writers. To which is added, 
A Large Anſwer to Dr. F. Atterbury's Charge of 
Rebellion: In which the Subſaxce of his late Latia 
Sermon is produced, and fully examined. The 
Second Edition. pr. 58. | | 
Several Diſcourſes concerning the Terms of 
Acceptance with God. In which, 1. The Terms 
themſelves are diſtinctly laid down; as they are 
propoſed to Chriſtians in the New Teſtament. 
And, 2. Several falſe Notions of the Conditions 
of Salvation confidered. And particularly, Of 
being ſaved by Faith. Of truſting to external 
Performances. Of the Power of Charity to cover 
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| Sim "06 relyiny gol the Merits of Chritt. Dr 
Man's Weekaeſs, and. God's Grace. Of Repentance. 
Of the Example of the Thief on the Croſs. Of truſt- 
ing to a 2 al 75 00 a Of depe Parable bf the 
Labourers in the Vineyar n U 
mendment 1 in Time to come. p. 4 ging 17 * 
The Reaſonableneſs of Conformity ta the Church 
of England: In two Parts: With the Defence” of it, 
and the Perſuaſive to Lay Conformity. The Third E. 
dition. To which is added, the brief Defenſe of Epiſ- 
Copal Ordination. Together with the Reply.to the Iutro- 
ion to the Second Part; and a Poſteript n to \ 
the Third Part, of Mr: Calamy' 8 Defenſe 0 of Aal | 
Nonconformity. te 68; ; | 
Seyeral Tracts formerly Publiſhed : Now collected into 
one Volume. viz. i. A Leiter to the Reverend. Mr. 
Fleetwood, concerning Miracles. Written, A. D. 1703. 
2 A Letter about the Biſhops Votes; upoa the Occali- 
onal Bill. 1703. 3. A Letter to the Reverend Dr. 
Francis Atterbury, concerning; Virtue, and Fice.- 1706. 
4- A Second Letter, in Anſwer to his Large Vin 
cation-- 1708. 5. A Vindication of the ; per Fr 
Phet e, 1 in Anſwer. to Sir R. B. 1709. eee 
fiderations offered to the Lord Biſbep A "Exeter. 1 og. 
7. An Humble Reply to the Lord B:ſbep of Exeter. 
1709. 8 Queries to the Authors of the late Diſcourſe 
of Fret Nunking. 1713, To which are added, Six 
FS Sermons, - never. before Publiſh: viz. Two Sermons 
cConcertiug the Evils, of which Chriſtianity hath been 
made the Occaſion, Four Sermons couceralng, the Ex- 
Treas of Implicit Sabjection, and Infidelity. pr. 67. 
The Preſent Deluſion of Mary Proteſtants, Conſider'd. 
In a Sermoa Preach'd in the Pariſh-Church of St. Peters 
Poor, in Broadſtreet, November 5. 1 The ach. 
Edition. 

The Reſtoration made 4 Bleſſing to Us, by the' 'Protes 
ſtent Succeſſion. A Sermon Preached: before the Kiag 
at the Royal Chapel at St. Fames's, on the 29thof Af 
1716. The Second Edition. pr 2 
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